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NOTES ON RHODE ISLAND ORNITHOLOGY. 
Vol. L JANUARY. No. i. 

Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology, a quarterly publication for 
the purpose of furthering interest in ornithology in the State of Rhode 
Island. Published and edited by Reginald Heber Howe, Jr. Address, 
Longwood, Brookline, Massachusetts. 

Terms, seventy-five cents (.75) a year. Single numbers, twenty cents 
(.20). 

All material for publication, advertisements, and books for review 
should be sent to the Editor. 



It has been thought best for the convenience of bibliographers to 
change the title first proposed for the present publication, *' Random 
Notes on Ornithology," to ** Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology." 



The news of the death of Dr. Elliott Coues on Christmas day 
is received with deep regret. Perhaps the greatest tribute that 
can be paid him, is to say, that by the merit and usefulness of his 
many works, so widely has his reputation extended, that to-day 
his name, even to the most casual and humble student of birds, 
has become that of a friend. 



*THE JOURNAL OF WILLIAM JEFFERAY, 
GENTLEMAN.' 

From the reviews of a book lately published ' The Journal of 
William Jefferay, Gentleman,' we were led to look forward to a 
work containing matter of ornithological interest, at least of a 
bibliographic nature, to Rho^e Island ornithologists. The vol- 
ume, however, now examined, appears in a new light, and unless 
carefully read might perhaps be misleading. 

* The Journal of William Jefferay, Gentleman * is but the title of 
a book, spoken of as edited, but really written by John Osborne 
Austin. For some reason or other, the author has seen fit to 
write this delightful volume of fiction in the form of a journal ; 

'A DIARY THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN ' aS he Calls it. It is SUppOSCd 

to be the Journal of one, William Jefferay, a true character, but 
not a diarist, who lived in Rhode Island from 1650 to 1675. 
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2 Notes ON Rhode Island Ornithology. 

To turn to the portion of the work of interest to the ornitholo- 
gist we find the casual mention of the commoner birds from time 
to time and a few pages entirely devoted to birds, under the title 
of * The Bird Excursion/ or a supposed walk in the neighborhood 
of Newport, on May 29, 1658. These particular pages men- 
tion some thirty-two birds, all well known inhabitants of Rhode 
Island, and the recording of them must be looked upon only as 
of the year 1899, and not of the last half of the seventeenth 
century. 



LETTERS. 

Remarks on the Autumn Water Bird Migration at Sakonnet. 

Grant, Fla., Dec. 18, 1899. 

To the Editor of Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology : — 

All my notes about the fall shooting with dates etc. are at 
Sakonnet, so I cannot be very exact in details. 

I have never known so poor a flight of the various shore birds 
as occurred this past summer and fall in Rhode Island, at least 
so far as my observations go. 

The locality is not a good one for shore bird shooting. The 
marsh there does not lay well in the line of flight, and a large 
percentage of the birds go by off-shore.* It is also overrun most 
of the time by crabbers and that curse and nuisance to all decent 
sportsmen, the " Peep Shooter." 

To illustrate this off-shore flight, I was a witness some years 
ago of a very interesting sight. It was about the third week in 
August, and had rained heavily in the night with some wind from 
the southeast. At daylight it was quite foggy and the wind died 
out almost to a calm. Flock after flock of the large Yellow Legs 
{Totaniis melattolcucus) came in from over the sea, made the land 
near West Island, flew east about a mile, and went off to sea 
again. This continued until about 11 A. M. ; then the weather 
cleared, and I saw no more of them ; they flew high and none 
were killed. There were more birds in that morning flight than 
I have ever seen in this locality all put together. It would have 
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Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology. 7 

been very interesting to find out if these were all old birds, as the 
July, August, and September birds usually are. 

I noted a great scarcity of Pectoral Sandpipers (Tringa macu- 
lata) the past fall, these are usually very abundant on our 
marshes in October, the late flight consists of young birds small 
and poor, and not worth shooting, this year what few there were 
were old birds. There was also a small flight of Stilt Sandpipers 
{Micropalama himantopus) in October, which is late for them, 
All together it was an off year in Rhode Island for shore birds, 
and I, personally, took nothing of special interest. 

Yours very truly, 

Newton Dexter. 



GENERAL NOTES. 

Notes from Newport. — Compared with former years, few sea birds 
have been seen along the coast near Newport this fall. There have, 
however, been great flocks of Scoters {Oidemia) and a large number of 
Black Ducks {Anas obscurd) on Narragansett Bay. On the ocean. Loons 
{Gavia imber)^ Cormorants {Phalacrocorax carbo) and Old Squaws (//fr- 
elda kyemalis) have been observed, but not in their usual numbers. This 
is no doubt due to the warm weather that has prevailed up to now 
(December 14th) the shallow waters of Narragansett Bay have not be- 
come too cold for the comfort of the Scoters and Black Ducks, so they 
have not been forced to seek the deeper and warmer water of the ocean. 
The high temperature also accounts for the scarcity of the hardier ocean 
birds, such as the Horned Grebes {Colymbus aurittts)^ Loons, Cormor- 
ants, Old Squaws, and Eider Ducks {Somateria dresseri) which have 
not yet felt the necessity of coming south. 

Off shore, the Kittiwakes {Rissa tridactyla) follow about the cod 
fishermen, feeding on the scraps of bait cast overboard. So accustomed 
have they become to finding food in the vicinity of boats, and so little 
have they been disturbed by man, that while rowing off shore on the 
30th of November, five at different times came up from the horizon 
straight to my boat and hovered about within a few feet. On this same 
day two Razor-billed Auks {Alca tordd) flew past, and I secured another 
on November 29th off Sachuest Point. No less unexpected was the 
appearance of three Harlequin Ducks {Histrionicus kistrionicus) on No- 
vember 28th which were discovered in the vicinity of Cormorant Rock, 
and appeared quite tame. The flock consisted of a male and two females, 
of which I shot the male and one of the females. So far, this fall, the 
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4 Notes on JIhode Island Ornithology. 

Cormorant Rock colony of Cormorants is much smaller than last year. 
At present it consists of no more than twenty-five birds, all of which are 
the Common Cormorants (Pkalacrocorax carbo) no double-crested {Pkal- 
acrocorax dilophus) having been noted. The Cormorants here are par- 
ticularly fond of lighting on the tops of spar buoys, and the one south 
of the rock is seldom unoccupied. I have never seen a Cormorant 
contest the privilege of sitting there if another approached with the 
evident intention of alighting. The occupant always flys away just in 
time for the new comer to alight. 

On shore a later date for Sora {Porzana Carolina) was established, 
when one was taken by Mr. H. W. H. Powel at Almy's Pond on Novem- 
ber loth. Mr. Powel also took one on the day previous, the 9th, at 
Wilbur's Swamp. 

A flock of about fifty Canada Geese (^Brania canadensis) passed over 
Providence going south on December 24, 1899. 

Mr. H. VV. H. Powel says that the Shoveller Duck {Spatula clypeatd) 
was not at all uncommon in "old times" in the southwest corner of 
Easton*s Pond, Newport, where there used to be a bar in the reeds on 
which they would be found feeding. He has taken at least nine at this 
spot, but has never seen them in other parts of the Pond, except in 
company with flocks of Teal or Ruddy Ducks. Allen's Restaurant now 
stands where this bar made out into the Pond. 
Newport, December 24, 1899. Edward Sturtevant. 

An Error. — The Long-tailed Chickadee {Parus sepientrionalis) men- 
tioned in the Hypothetical List in *' The Birds of Rhode Island," p. 90, 
Mr. J. M. South wick has kindly forwarded to me for identification. 
After careful examination and comparison of the specimen, I find the 
bird to be our common Chickadee {Parus atricapillus). Editor. 

Cepphus grylle Inland: A Mr. Lannigan shot a male Black Guillemot 
on the Taunton River, Mass., on November 19, 1899, and is now in my 
possession. The capture being near the Rhode Island line is no doubt of 
interest to Rhode Island observers. 

Fall River, Dec. 12, 1899. Owen Durfee. 

A New Bird for Rhode Island. — I have to record the first record for 
the Ring-billed Gull {Larus dela-warensis) for the State. A young bird 
taken at Narragansett Bay in February 1891. The specimen is now in 
the Charles H. Smith collection at Roger Williams Park, Providence. 

South Auburn. December 19, 1899. Harry S. Hathaway. 

Odd Notes. — Brtinnich's Murres {Uria lomvia^ have several times 
been reported this winter, and I have seen six which have recently been 
taken in our waters. The first was captured November 26th, at Point 
Judith. 
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Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology. 5 

The first Snowy Owl {Nyctea nyctea) of the winter, a female, was 
killed within a short distance of my house in South Auburn, on the 
Warwick side of the Pawtuxet River, on November 30th. The bird has 
been placed in the Charles H. Smith collection at Roger Williams Park, 
Providence. On December loth four were seen on the beach at Point 
Judith. On Nov. 19, 1899, at Point Judith a single Long-billed Marsh 
Wren {Cistothorus falustris) was seen. Possibly the bird is wintering. 

An unusually large flock of American Coot {Fulica americana) have 
been feeding in Point Judith pond this fall, and were still there on De- 
cember loth. They are locally called •* Sea Crows." 

On the nth of December a Great Blue Heron (Ardea kerodias) was 
seen flying across Point Judith pond, and two large flocks of Canada 
Geese (^Branta canadensis) were seen flying southward. 

A Dovekie { Alle alle) was killed on December 14th at Point Judith. 
And a male Brant (Brania bernicla) was taken at Block Island on 
December i6th, 1899. 
South Auburn, December 19, 1899. Harry S. Hathaway. 

Another 1886 R. I. Record for Puffinus borealis. — I lately found a 
female, Cory*s Shearwater, taken off Brenton's Reef, Newport, in Octo- 
ber, 1S86, in the possession of Mr. William Hodgkinson of Bristol. 
Longwood. Editor. 
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Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology, a quarterly publication for 
the purpose of furthering interest in ornithology in the State of Rhode 
Island. Published and edited by Reginald Heber Howe, Jr. Address, 
Longwood, Brookline, Massachusetts. 

Terms, seventy-five cents (.75) a year. Single numbers, twenty cents 
(.20). 

All material for publication, advertisenients, and books for review 
shouTd be sent to the Editor. 



GENERAL NOTES. 

Odd Notes of Interest. — On September 13, 1899, a Dowitcher (Mac- 
rorhamphus) was taken at Middletown which Mh William Brewster has 
kindly examined and pronounced to be intermediate between griseus and 
scolopaceua. 

In September, 1895, a Crested Cardinal {Parioria cuculatd) an inhabit- 
ant of South America, was taken on Brenton's Pt., Newport. It was 
undoubtedly an escaped cage bird. 

On Jan. 9, 1900, I had the opportunity of securing alive a Bonaparte's 
Gull {^Larus Philadelphia) on Narragansett Bay. As the bird had only 
been slightly injured I resolved to see if it would live in captivity. The 
experiment has since proved entirely successful and the bird has become 
extremely tame and does not seem to mind its lack of freedom. 
Newport, R. L, March i, 1900. LeRoy King. 

Cuckoos at Block Island. — While at Block Island during the first ten 
days of August, 1899, I noticed a number of Cuckoos {Cocryztts) whether 
Yellow-billed {ameticana) or Black-billed (^e rythrophthalmus) I did not 
make sure. Their occurrence on the Island seemed of interest on 
account of the lack of trees. 
Boston. February 6, h/k). Outram Bangs. 

Winter Notes from Middletown. — I spent from January 23 to 28, 1900, 
at Middletown, with Mr. Reginald Heber Howe, Jr. During our stay we 
observed the following birds of interest : 

Red-throated Loon {Gavia lumme). — Two were seen off Easton's 
Beach on the 25th and 27th. 

BrUnnich*s Murre {Urin lomvia). — One was taken on the 24th off 
Easton's Point. 

Bonaparte's Gull (Larus Philadelphia'). — A fiock of about fifty birds, 
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8 Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology. 

out of which two were taken, were seen on the 24th and 27th along 
Easton's Beach. 

Marsh Hawk {Circus hudsonius), — A single bird was seen on the 
Third Beach marshes on the 26th and 27th. 

Homed Lark (Olocoris alpestris). — A large flock of over one hundred 
birds were seen on the uplands of Sachuest Point on the 24th, 26th, and 
27th. A male taken measured Lth. 7.00, Wg. 4.28, T. 2.81, Tar. .98, B. 
cul. .50 or almost as small as O. a, praticola. 

Savannah Sparrow {Ammodratnus sandwichensis savanna). — One 
bird was taken on the 24th on the Third Beach marshes, and another bird 
was seen on the 26th perhaps of the same species. The onlj other record 
to my knowledge of the wintering of this species in New England, this 
being the first for Rhode Island, is the recording of two birds at Sand- 
wich, Cape Cod, Mass., in December, 1894 (see Auk, Vol. XII, p. 188). 

Song Sparrow {Melospiza fasciaia), — A flock of fifteen birds were 
seen along an old stone wall on the exposed uplands of Sachuest Point 
on the 24th. Both the place, and the number of birds seems verj un- 
usual. 

On the afternoon of the 24th with Mr. Edward Sturtevant we at- 
tempted to reach Cormorant Rock, but owing to increasing wind, dark- 
ness, and rough water we were unable to land. We, however, started 
from the rock the wintering colonj of Common Cormorants {Phalacro- 
corax carbo) and a flock of over one hundred Black Duck (Anas obscura). 
Boston, Mass., Feb. i, 1900. George C. Shattuck. 

Bluebirds in January. — On January 5, 1900, I went hy train from 
Providence to Wickford Junction, and saw between those points Blue- 
birds, once surelj and on two other occasions, I believe. After the first 
two flocks, I got a seat on the other side of the car where the sun was 
behind me and then I got the bright blue. The others were identified 
by size, shape and flight. Perhaps half a dozen in all. 
Belmont, Feb. 28, 1900. Ralph Hoffmann. 

White-winged Crossbills, Pine Grosbeaks, and other Winter Birds 
Observed. — On the morning of the 14th of January, 1900, I noted the 
following birds at Neutaconkanut Hill, Johnston, Pine Grosbeaks 
{Pinicola enucUator canadensis) White-winged Crossbills {Loxia leucop- 
iera)t Pine Siskins {Pinus spinus) Purple Finches {Carpodacus purpu- 
reas) Redpolls {Acanthis linaria) and American Goldfinches {Astra^^- 
alinus trisiis) and I think Red Crossbills (Loxia c. minor.) They were 
feeding on birch buds and were very tame, allowing me to approach 
within a few feet. I returned in the afternoon and secured a fine male 
White-winged Crossbill which I believe to be the first authentic record 
for the State. 

On January 30 I shot a female White-winged Crossbill at the same 
locality, and on February ist and 2nd at the Countrv Club below Paw- 
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tucket, they were equally common with the Red Crossbills. A male, 

female, and young male from those shot at the Country Club are to be 

placed in the Charles H. Smith Collection at Roger Williams Park. I 

also saw a White-winged Crossbill on February ist in Roger Williams 

Park. 

Providence, March loth, 1900. Edward H. Armstrong- 

A Late Siskin in R. I. — During a heavy, chilly fog, on May 31, 1897, 
I saw a Siskin hopping about on the branches of one of the ornamental 
evergreens on the lawn of Mr. Grosvenor's house at Newport. 
West Point, N. Y., Feb. 15th, 1900. Wirt Robinson. 

A Scoter on Land and Other Notes. — At eight o*clock on the morn- 
ing of October 11, 1898, my attention was called to a Duck on the tennis 
court in front of St. George's School. The school is situated about two 
hundred yards from the ocean exposed ctiffs of Newport, and the tennis 
court is less than forty yards from the piazza. The bird, an adult Surf 
Scoter {Oidemia perspicillata) was walking about, and apparently paying 
no attention to a group of boys on the piazza. 

The birdwas shot as it flew off and proved to be a fine specimen in per- 
fect health. Why it lit so near houses I am unable to say. It could 
not have walked up the steep cliffs. There were no tame ducks in the 
neighborhood to attract it. Probably it became exhausted while flying, 
and was obliged to alight. 

A BrUnnich*s Murre {Uria lomvia") was found on February 22, 
1900, on £aston*s Beach. Master Austin Sands tells me that on March 11, 
1900, he saw two male Red-headed Woodpeckers {Melanerpes eryihro- 
cepkalus) in his yard at Newport. I have every reason to believe his 
identification correct. 

Two Barred Owls {Syrnium uebulosutn) have wintered in Newport not 
far from Bellevue Avenue. One of these was taken on March 12, 1900. 
Newport, March 13, 1900. Edward Sturtevant. 

Sea Fowl Notes. — On February 24th, 1900, I saw several flocks of 
Ducks on the wing which must have numbered over a thousand. The 
Providence River has been frozen over as far as Gaspee Pt, and the air 
holes are full of Ducks, mostly Greater Scaup {Aythya marila)^ Whistlers 
(^Clangula c. americana), Bnffleheads {^Charitonetta albeold) and Scoters 
(^Oidemia). 
Providence, March 2nd, 1900. Edward H. Armstrong. 

Wintering Robins and Bluebirds. — Bluebirds (5/V7//V7 sialis) and Robins 
(Merula migratoria) have been seen in different parts of the State in 
numbers all winter. Five Bluebirds have passed the last three months in 
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Tanager, Scariet, 12, 21. 

Teal, 4. 

Tern, Black, 20, 22. 

Common, 16. 

Wilson's, 22. 
Thrasher, Brown, 12, 22. 
Thrush, Alice's, 18. 

Gray-cheeked, 15. 

Hermit, 12. 

Louisiana Water, 15, 22. 

Small-billed Water, X2, 13. 

Wilson's, 12, 17. 

Wood, 12. 
Tringa bairdii, 20. 

maculata, 3. 

minutilla, 18. 
Totanus melanoleucus, 2, 16, 18. 
Trochilws colubris, 16. 
Tryngites ^ubrificoUis, 22. 
Turnstone, 22. 
Tyrannus tyrannus, 17* 21. 

Uria lomvia, 4, 7, 9. 

Vireo, noveboracensis, 17. 
olivaceus, 18, 21. 
Red-eyed, 12, 18, 21. 
WarbUng, 12. 
White-eyed, 12. 17. 
Yellow-throated, 12. 



Warbler, Black and White, 12. 

Blackbumian, 13. 

Black Poll, 12, 13, 20, 21. 

Black- throated Green, 1 2. 

Canadian, 13. 

Cape May, 1 5. 

Chestnut-sided, 12, 21. 

Magnolia, 13. 

Mourning, 21. 

Myrtle, 18, 21. 

Nashville, 21, 22. 

Northern Parula, 17, 22. 

Prairie, 12. 

Wilson's, 13. 

Yellow, 12, 18. 

Yellow-palm, 12, 22. 

Yellow-rumped, ir, 12. 
Whistler, 9. 
Woodcock, 21. 
Woodpecker, Hairy, 21. 

Northern Downy. 21. 

Red-headed, 9. 
Wren, Long-billed Marsh, 5, 17. 

Yellow-throat, Maryland, 12, 17, zx 
Y ellow-iegs, 2, 

Greater, 16, 18. 

Zamelodia ludoviciana, 21. 
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page illustrations by the author. 

"The studies are so interesting that readers on later excursions will 
profit by them." — The Nation. 



ON THE BIRDS' HIGHWAY. 

y 
BY REGINALD HEBER HOWE, JR. PRICE $2.00. 
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NOTES ON RHODE ISLAND ORNITHOLOGY. 
Vol. II. JANUARY. No. i. 



Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology, a quarterly publication for 
the purpose of furthering interest in ornithology in the State of Rhode 
Island. Published and edited by Reginald Heber Howe, Junior. Address, 
Longwood, Brookline, Massachusetts. 

Terms, one dollar ($ i.oo) a year. Single numbers, twenty-five cents.. 

(.25). 

All material for publication, advertisements, and bool" s for review- 
should be sent to the Editor. 



The subscribers to * Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology * with but a few 
exceptions have renewed their subscriptions for the year 1901 , thus showing 
both their appreciation of the paper, and their belief in the good work it 
is doing. It is hoped that those who have not as yet renewed their sub. 
scription will do so at once, that the paper may fulfill more thoroughly its 
purpose. 

The Editor wishes to thank Mrs. Le Roy King of Newport, Mrs. 
William Gammel of Providence, and Mrs. H. L. Russell of East Green- 
wich, for their liberality and public spirit in making it possible for 
him to send this publication to twelve of the larger public libraries of 
Rhode Island, both for the past and the current year. 



WINTER BIRDS OF LAKE WORDEN, WASHINGTON 

COUNTY, RHODE ISLAND — NOVEMBER 21 TO 

DECEMBER 24, 1900. 

BY EDGAR A. MEARNS, M. D. 

During the period covered by these observations I was dom- 
iciled at Lake Cottage, a boarding-house located at the mouth of 
Mink Brook, in the township of South Kingston. The proprietor, 
Mr. Lorenzo A. Knowles, is quite familiar with the birds of the 
region, and imparted much information respecting the birds of 
other seasons and former years. He showed me mounted speci- 
mens of the Scarlet Tanager and Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
which he had taken at Lake Worden. Among the facts of in- 
terest learned from him are the presence in summer of a breeding 
colony of Cliff Swallows on the farm of Mr. Clark, a near neighbor ; 
and, according to Mr. Knowles and his son (Mr. John Kenyon 
Knowles), the Passenger Pigeon {jEctopistes migratorius) is still 
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2 Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology. 

resident and breeds sparingly in the Great Swamp of Richmond 
and South Kingston townships. Mr. John Kenyon Knowles saw 
** Wild Pigeons " on three occasions during my sojourn at his 
house, twice on the east side of Lake Worden (one November 24, 
and two December 8, 1900) and once on some burnt timber-lands 
near the saw-mill in the Great Swamp (small flock December 12, 
1900) . If these birds were not Mourning Doves, their occurrence 
is of considerable interest, as the last Wild Pigeon known to have 
been taken in Rhode Island is supposed to have been killed in 
1886. 

Besides the birds positively identified, there were a few Ducks 
that I was unable to determine ; and Mr. Knowles and his son 
saw a Crow Blackbird on one or two occasions. Numerous nests 
of summer birds were observed, including those of Woodpeckers, 
Cuckoo, Red-winged Blackbird, Vireos, and others; and there 
were unmistakable evidences of the former presence of the Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker in apple-orchards. 

Mr. Samuel Eldred, of Wakefield, purchased from a gunner, 
late in November or early in December, a Woodcock weighing 
six ounces. Mr. Lorenzo A. Knowles once shot a Woodcock on 
Christmas day, near Lake Worden. 

The birds actually seen and identified were as follows : — 

Loon (Gavia imber'), — One or more could almost always be seen on 
Lake Worden and Larkins Pond (about two miles north), until these 
waters were frozen over, December 9. 

American Herring Gull {Larus argentatus), — Occasionally seen on 
Lake Worden until December 9. 

Ring-billed Gull (Z^rif 5 delawarensis), — Three adults on Lake Wor- 
den, December 3, and one December 8, 1900. 

American Merganser {Merganser americanus). — This species, locally 
known as the *' Break-horn Sheldrake," is frequently associated with the 
next, resorting to air-holes in Lake Worden throughout the winter. 

Red-breasted Merganser {Merganser serrator). — Large flocks of this 
«pecies and the preceding resorted to the air-holes in the lake as soon as 
the water was frozen. At dusk their peculiar voices were always heard. 
On the coldest days the air-holes were so reduced in size that all could 
not be accommodated and many were left' standing upon the ice, in long 
rows, where the smaller size of the present species plainly distinguished 
them from the ** Break-horns." 

Black Duck (Anas obscura). — About the middle of December, Black 
Ducks, which had hitherto been confined to such open streams as are 
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fed by warm springs, began to appear in air-holes on Lake Worden. 
They arrived towards sunset and apparently spent the night, returning 
to talt water in the morning. One was shot December 22, on Mink Brook, 
-where some were usually present during my stay, as the watet remained 
unfrozen. 

y^oodJyuck{Aixsponsa). — Mr. Samuel Eldred shot three in Tuckers 
Pond, about a mile southeast of Lake Worden, in November, 1900. 

American Golden-eye (Ciang-uia clangula americana). — A iock of 
ten, mostly old males, seen on Larkins Pond, November 28, 1900. 

Canada Goose (Branta canadensis). — Seven were on Lake Worden 
November 21, and pairs and small flocks were frequently seen thereafter 
until December 9, when the pond was closed by freezing. A passing 
flock was heard December 16. An adult male, taken December i, 1900, 
measured : Length, 655 mm.; alar expanse, 1760; wing, 500; tail, 200; 
culmen (chord), 58; tarsus, 96; middle toe with claw, 98. Iris, dark 
hazel. Legs and feet, olivaceous black; webs plumbeous black. Bill, 
black. Weight, 9J pounds. 

Several farmers about Lake Worden keep domesticated Canada Geese, 
from which hybrids, mostly with the India Goose, are commonly reared 
for the market, commanding high prices. Pure Canada Geese are also bred 
In confinement, but do not fetch as much as the half-bloods, which are 
reputed to be peculiarly delicious food. 

Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias).^ One was seen on Lake Worden, 
December 3, 1900. 

Bob White (Coltnus virginianus). — ** Qjiail'* are quite plentiful about 
Lake Worden. 

Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbeiius), — A few years ago "Partridges" 
became almost extinct about Lake Worden, most of the young birds hav- 
ing died from a disease known as *' pips " ; but their numbers have in- 
creased for several years past. At Rockville, town of Hopkinton, one 
market gunner killed nine and two others fourteen Ruffed Grouse in a 
day. These persons made their last shipment of thirty-four Grouse on 
December 11, 1900. 

Mr. Samuel Eldred, of Wakefield, Rhode Island, purchased, in Decem- 
ber, 1900, a Ruffed Grouse from Mr. Joshua T. Bradley, who stated that 
the bird was one of -several young Grouse caught by him in 1883, and 
marked by clipping ofi their hind and inner claws. This bird bore evi- 
dences of extreme age. 

Paid Eagle (HalicBetus Uucocefhalus). — An immature bird was seen 
December 22. Eagles were formerly common about Lake Worden. 

Short-eared Owl {Asio accipitrinus), — Local name, **Bog Owl." A 
male was killed, December 19, 1900, in a Marsh at Goulds Neck Swamp, 
a few miles from Lake Worden, in the town of Charlestown. Its stomach 
was empty. 

Barred Owl (Syrnium nebmlosum), — A male was shot in the Great 
Swamp, December 21, 190a Measurements: Length, 510 mm.; alar 
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expanse, 1125; wing, 350; tail, 235; cord of culmen and cere, taken 
together, 38; culmen (chord), 24; tarsus, 53; middle toe with claw, 56. 
Iris, very dark brown, appearing black. Bill and cere, greenish yellow, 
the latter slightly more greenish than the bill. Toes greenish yellow; 
claws, dusky plumbeous, horn color at base. 

Screech Owl (Megascops aiio). — A male, gray phase, was trapped De- 
cember 19, 1900, in a pigeon-cote, where it had recently killed a domestic 
Pigeon, remains of which constituted the sole contents of its stomach. 
Frequently heard throughout the periotl. Several were shot or caught in 
neighboring localities. 

Great Horned Owl {Bubo virginianus), — Heard almost nightly, and 
occasionally seen, at twilight, about Lake Cottage. An Owl of some kind 
carried off meat with which our traps were baited, but eluded our efforts 
to entrap it. One was caught in a mink trap, on Point Judith Salt Pond, 
in December, 1900, and kept in captivity. 

Hairy Woodpecker (Dryobates villosus), — Rather uncommon and un- 
usually shy ; one or more seen almost daily during our stay. One shot, 
and one seen feeding, upon the ground, in a thicket. 

Downy Woodpecker (Dryobates pubescens medianus), — One taken No- 
vember 27, 1900; occasionally seen thereafter, but less frequently than the 
common type. 

Northern Flicker {Colaptes auratus luieus), — Frequently seen until 
December 24, sometimes several in one locality. Local name, ** Pigeon 
Woodpecker." 

Homed Lark (Otocoris alpestris), — Small flocks were occasionally 
seen, usually in fallows, but much less commonly than along the coast. 

Blue Jay (Cyanocttta cristatd), — Common, but shy and secretive. 
Five specimens collected were all taken in traps set for mammals and 
baited with meat or apple. The outcry in Bluejayland when one of their 
number was entrapped could be heard for miles; otherwise, they were 
more silent and prone to slyly disappear than I have known them else- 
where. Many old nests were seen. 

American Crow (C£?rv«5 a»feric«»»5). — The town of South Kingston 
has for years paid a bounty of twenty-five cents upon old Crows, and 
fifteen cents upon young ones. They have become scarce except for the 
occasional appearance of flocks of " coasters " from Narragansett Bay and 
the ocean. Several were seen daily during my residence at Lake Cottage, 
in which neighborhood it sometimes breeds. 

Meadowlark (Siurnella magna), — Occasionally seen in small flocks. 
Local name, ** Marsh Quail." 

American Goldfinch {Astragalinui tristis), — A flock of about thirty 
was always present at Lake Cottage, frequenting a vineyard and apple- 
orchard when the ground was bare, and descending to feed upon the 
birches in a neighboring cedar swamp whenever snow covered the ground. 
Other flocks were sometimes seen in the region. 

Snowflake {Plec.tr op henax nivalis). — An adult male was shot from a 
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small flock swirling over the frozen lake, December 22, 190a Local name, 
** Snow-Lark." 

Tree Sparrow (Spixella monticola), — Many were present on my arrival 
at Lake Worden, November 21, and remained until my departure, Decem- 
ber 24. At first they were commonly seen in large flocks, but were lat- 
terly seen singly, in pairs, or in small groups. 

Slate-colored Junco (Junco kyemalis), — Occasionally seen throughout 
the period, but usually not abundant. 

Song Sparrow (Melospiza meloda), — Uncommon, but usually seen 
at intervals of a few days, infesting waterways and swampy thickets. 

Fox Sparrow {Passereila iltaca). — One November 26, and one Novem- 
ber 27, 1900, in a cedar swamp beside Lake Worden. 

House Sparrow {Passer domesticus). — A nuisance at Lake Cottage. 
Flocks commonly resort to the farms, even those several miles from 
towns. 

Northern Shrike {Lanius borealis), — Young specimens taken Novem- 
ber 23 and 28, 1900, had fed on beetles and other insects; frequently 
seen thereafter. The first adult bird was seen December 21, others later. 
Local name, ^* Mock Hawk." It was seen pursuing small birds on sev- 
eral occasions. 

Myrtle Warbler {Dendroeca coronata). — Common and generally dis- 
persed, feeding on red juniper and bay berries. 

Winter Wren {Troglodytes hyemalis). — Quite common, frequenting 
stumpy bogs and the vicinity of streams that remained unfrozen, often 
searching caves under the ice. 

Chickadee {Pmrus alricapillus). — Flocks of busy Chickadees were my 
constant companions when trapping, and they were not slow to avail 
themselves of the abundant supply of food which the meat used in bait- 
ing our traps furnished them. Mrs. Knowles caught one of them in her 
hand and then released it. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus sairapd), — Common and generally 
distributed ; often seen in bushes on the pond shores. 

Hermit Thrush {Hylocichla guttata pallasii), — One December 3, 1900. 

American Robin (Merula migratoria), — A few small flocks remained 
throughout the period. On December 19, there was a considerable flight 
of Robins across Lake Worden. 

BXwthixdi (Sialta sialis), — Common throughout ; more so than I have 
found them before since the blizzards of recent years which killed so 
many of them. 

GENERAL NOTES. 

A Tern Colony. — Mr. John L. Livermore writes Mr. Edward Sturte- 
vant that there has been for a long time a small colony of Terns (Sterna 
Jkirundo) breeding on a long, low rock off ** The Cliffs " at Newport, 
R. I., north of Rough Point. Editor. 
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A Correction. — The fifteen Grackles reported under Spring Arrivalt 
1900 at Bristol Ferry, March 7, in No. 2, p. 10, of this publication, should 
have been credited to Mr. E. Sturtevant, not to Mr. U. S. Hathaway. 

Rare Shore Birds taken in R. I. — The following Sandpipers were 
taken by Mr. Wm. R. Davenport at Middletown, R. I., this past autumn, 
1900 : Five Stilt Sandpipers {Micropalama himantofus) Aug. 25 ; nine, 
Aug. 27; two, Sept. 5; and one Sept. 8. One Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
{Tryngites subruficoUis) Sept. 10, and one Baird*s Sandpiper {Tringa 
hairdii) Sept. 13. I saw and identified the Baird's, Buff-breasted, and 
three of the Stilts. 
Taunton, Mass., Oct. 26, 1900. A. C. Bent. 

The European Woodcock {Scolopax rusiicola) in R. I. — In C. J. 
Maynard's ** Birds of Eastern United States,** Revised Edition, 1896, 
p. 221, I find the following: ** First recorded from New Jersey and 
Rhode Island by George W. [N.] Lawrence, in 1866,** referring to the 
European Woodcock. Mr. Maynard's authority seems to be based on 
Baird, Brewer and Ridgway*s " North American Birds " Water Birds, Vol. 
I, 1884, p. 181, from which I quote **Mr. George N. Lawrence cites 
another instance, where a friend of his shot, near Newport, R. I., a 
large Woodcock, which weighed fourteen ounces"; as the identification is 
based alone on weight this species must be included as a Rhode Island 
bird with some misgivings. It is stated, however, *' that our Woodcock 
rarely reaches and never exceeds nine ounces, while the usual weight of 
the European [bird] is fourteen." 
Cambridge, Mass., Nov., 1900. Glover M. Allen. 

The Olive-sided Flycatcher in R. I. — On May 24, 1900, at Chepachet, 
R. I., I saw a single Olive-sided Flycatcher. 
Chepachet, R. I., June 13, 1900. Julia M. Hill. 

A Trip to Cormorant Rock. — On Dec. i, 1900, the writer sailed off 
to Cormorant Rock on a shooting excursion. The following species of 
birds were observed on the Rock or in its immediate vicinity : Sheldrake 
{Merganser serrator). Eider {Somateria dresserii)^ Purple Sandpiper 
(Tringa marttima), Golden Eye {Clangula c. americana)^ Black Duck 
{Anas obscura)^ Surf Scoter (Oidemia perspicellata)^ American Scoter 
(O. am^r/c««a), White-winged Scoter (O, deglandi)^ Old Squaw (Harelda 
kyemali$)y Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus kistrionicus). Cormorant (Pkala- 
crocorax carbo), Double-crested Cormorant (P. auritus)^ Canada Goose 
(Branta canadensis), Herring Gull {Larus argentatus), Kittiwake {Rissa 
trydactyla), Bonaparte's Gull (Larus Philadelphia) , seven. Razor-billed 
Auks (Alca lorda), Brtinnichs Murre {Uria lomvia), Horned Grebe {Col- 
ymbus auritus)^ Loon (Gavia imber). About twenty Eider Ducks were 
seen and two Harlequins, one of which was shot. Numbers of Snow 
Buntings (Plectrophenan nivalis) were observed flying overhead. 

wport LzRoyKikg. 
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Unusual Abundance of the Coot and Other Notes. — A large flock of 
800 to 1000 Coot {Fultca americana) have been feeding in Point 
Judith Pond since the middle of October and were still there on Nov. 30, 
1900. This is the second year that they have been seen in such 
numbers. A fine male adult Pintail (Dajila acuta) was shot by Capt. 
H. M. Knowles, U. S. Life Saving Service, on Nov. 4, 1900, at Point Judith 
Pond, and was presented by him to the C. H. Smith Collection in the 
Museum of Natural History at Roger Williams Park. There was a 
female in company with this bird, and another party on the same day 
secured a male from a flock of about twenty. Dr. John W. Keefe, of 
Providence, informed me that he shot an adult male Baldpate (Mareca 
ammricana) at Point Judith marsh, during the latter part of Sept., 1900. 
Two were seen. A male Florida Gallinule (Gallinula graleata) was shot 
at Point Judith marsh on Nov. 29, 1900, which is a late date for it. There 
is in the C H. Smith Collection at Roger Williams Park a fine adult 
King Eider (Somateria speciabilis) which was shot between Narragansett 
Pier and Point Judith by Rowland A. Gavitt in February, 1897. It was in 
connpany with a small flock of American Eiders which had been feeding in 
this locality during the winter. 
South Auburn, Dec. 8, 1900. Harry S. Hathaway. 

Another Golden Eagle in Rhode Islahd. — Another Golden Eagle 
{^Aquila ckrysa'dtos) has been taken in Rhode Island. This Eagle, a female, 
in nearly complete plumage, now in my collection, was shot November 
loth, 1900, in Tiverton, on a farm near Tiverton Four Corners, by a 
Portuguese farm-hand. 
Fall River, Mass., December 26, 1900. J. B. Richards. 

Autumn Notes from Rhode Island. — The Bay Snipe shooting this 
year (1900) at Newport and vicinity was poorer than usual owing to the 
excessive drought which dried up all the marshes. Towards the end of 
the summer, however, the writer made some fair bags. Among the birds 
he shot, the following records may be of interest ; July 23, English Snipe 
(Gallinago delicata)\ July 29, one. Greater Yellowleg (Totanus melan- 
oletfcus); Aug. 3, three Stilt Sandpipers (Macropalama himantopus) ; July 
16, one Dowitcher (Macrorhamphus griseus) ; Aug. 23, one Stilt Sandpiper 
{M. kimattiopus) ; Sept. 8, one Baird's Sandpiper {JTringa hairdit) 
(recorded before) ; Sept. 1 1, two Dowitches {M, griseus) ; Sept. 19, twenty- 
four Pectoral Sandpiper {Tringa maculata)^ six Golden Plover (Charad- 
rius dominicus), nine Greater Yellowlegs {T,melanoleucus) ^\.\i\rittr\ Lesser 
Yellowlegs {T.flavipes) ; Nov. 29, one English Snipe (G, delicata) ; Dec. 
I, one Harlequin Duck; Dec. 21, one Mallard. (Anas boschas) was taken 
near Prudence Island. 
Newport. Le Roy King. 

A Trip to Cormorant Rock. — I spent December 22, 23, and 24, 1900, 
with Mr. Edward Sturtevant at Newport. On the 22 we tramped out over 
the Second Beach Marshes, Middletown, and were interested to find a 
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large flocks of Snow Buntings (^Plectrophenax nivalis) and Shore Larks 
(Otocoris alpesirii) on the Sachuest Pt. uplands. Out of the flock of 
Shore Larks we took one specimen oi praticola. On our way back across 
the marshes we started a flock of seven wintering Savanna Sparrows 
(Passerculus s. savanna), they evidently winter here not irregularly. 
On the 23d we sailed from Newport around Breton's Reef to Cormorant 
Rock. Great numbers of old Squaws (Harelda hyemalis) and Mergansers 
(Merganser serraior) were about, also five flocks of Black Duck (Anas 
obscura) beside Kittawakes (Rissa Iridactyla), Loons (Gavia imber)^ one 
Red-throated Loon (G, lumme). We landed on the Rock, after starting 
from it a large flock of Cormorants, principally carbo^ and two Purple 
Sandpipers {Tringa marilima). Near the Rock a Red-necked Grebe 
(Colymbus holboellii) was swimming. The day was mild enough for Sep- 
tember; the wind light S. W. 

Editor. 



ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE NOTES, 1900. 



Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus). Two, Sept. 25. 
Yellow- Palm Warbler {Dendroecap, hypochrysea) . One, 

Sept. 26. 
Black and White Creeper {Mniotilia varia). One, Oct. 7. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus). One, Oct. 7. 
Turnstone (Arenaria interpres). Two, Oct. 8. 
Red-eyed Vireo ( Vireo olivaceus). One, Oct. 11. 
White-throated Sparrow {Zonotrichia albicollis). Flock., 

Oct. 11-13. 
Greater Scaup Duck (Aythya marila). One <J, Oct. 14. 
Catbird (Galeoscoptes carolinensis). One, Oct. 13. 
Brown Thrasher (Harporrkynckus rufus). One, Oct. 13. 
Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus 5. savanna). Two, 

Oct. 23. 
Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis). One, Oct. 31, 

Cranston. 



Vicinity 
of Newport, 
Louis di Ze^- 
era Mearns. 



Harry S. 
Hathaway. 
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Bird-lore, Vol. II, No. 4, 5, 6, Aug., Oct., Dec, 1900. 
The Auk, XVII, No. 3, 4, July, Oct., 1900. 

The Condor, Vol. II, No. 4, 5, 6, July and Aug., Sept. and Oct., Nov. 
and Dec. 1900. 

The Journal of the Maine Ornithological Society, Vol. II, No. 3 1900. 
The Wilson Bulletin, No. 32. Vol. VII, No. 3 July, 1900. 
Proc. of the Nebraska Ornithological Union, Jnnuaiy, 1900. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Do you want to know the warblers? 

Then you want The Wilson BuHetfav No* 30^ 
* Warbler Son^' because in it are described the 
songs of 46 species of warblers* Nowhere else will 
you find so many carefully described. 



Send twenty-five one cent stannps to Lynds Jones, Oberlin. 
Ohio, to-day and receive a copy by return nnall. 

SPECIMENS FOR SALE. 

OVER 1,000,000 

STUFFED ANIMALS, HEADS, BIRDS, 

BIRD SKINS, EGGS, CURIOS, also 

ALL KINDS OF SUPPLIES USED BY 
NATURALISTS AND TAXIDERMISTS. 

Send to cents for Complete Lists* 



Frank Blake Webster Go. Hyde Park, Mass., U. S. A. 



(BULLETIN OF THE COOPER ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB.) 



Pyblished Bi-flonthly, $11 per Year. 



Edited by CHESTER BARLOW. Associated with Harry 
R. Taylor and Howard Robertson. 

THE CONDOR is a large octavo 20 to 24 page journal of 
Pacific Coast ornithology, filled with articles of special interest 
and value, from numerous field workers, and illustrated. 

Can you afford to miss the progress of ornithology in the Great 
West by not including the CONDOR in your list? 

$1 per Year. Sample Copy, 20 cents. Volume I, complete $1. 

Address communications to C. Barlow, Editor. Santa Clara, 
Cal., or Donald A. Cohen, Business Manager, Alameda, Cal. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



I 

JAN 1903 



VOL. 


II 


\^x 


0^ 




NO. 3 


NOTES 


ON 


RHODE ISLAND 


ORNITHOLOGY 










JULY 












1 90 1 












«*• 












• BRISTOL 












RHODE ISLAND 





Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IAN C'^ 1903 



NOTES ON RHODE ISLAND ORNITHOLOGY. 



Vol, II. JULY. No. 3. 

Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology, a quarterly publication for 
the purpose of furthering interest in ornithology in the State of Rhode 
Island Published and edited by Reginald Heber Howe, Junior. Address, 
Lrongwood, Brookline, Massachusetts. 

Terms, one dollar ($1.00) a year. Single numbers, twenty-five cents. 

(.25). 

All material for publication, advertisements, and books for review 
should be sent to the Editor. 



WATER-BIRD SHOOTING ABOUT NEWPORT FROM 
1867 TO 1874. 

( Continued.) 

Autumn. 

1869 : Gallinago delicata^ Aug. 10 to Oct. 15 •=■ 27 birds. 

Macrorrhamphus griseus^ July 21 to Sept. 7^ 128 birds. 

Microfalama kimantopus, Aug. 20 to Sept. 9= 15 birds. 

Tringa macula ta^ July 22 to Oct. 11 =218 birds. 

Tringa canutus^ Aug. i to Sept. 14 ^ 108 birds. 

Ltmosa fedoa^ Sept. 5=1 bird. 

Limosa hcemastica^ July 29 to Oct. 9 = 23 birds. 

Toianus melanoUucus,, July 22 to Oct. 26= 128 birds. 

TotanusflavipeSy July 16 to Sept. 22 = 298 birds. 

Symphemia semipalmatay Aug. 8 to Sept 18 = 34 birds. 

Charadrius dominicus^ Aug. 27 to Oct. 9= 40 birds. 

yEgialitis vocifera^ July 21 = i bird. 

Bartramia longicauda (Grass Plover), Aug. 31 = 5 birds. 

^uerquedula discors, Sept. 2 to 22 = 35 birds. 

Nettion carolinense (Green-winged Teal) Nov. 7 = 4 birds. 

Anas obscura^ Oct. 19 = i bird. 

Dajila acuta ^ Sept. 9=1 bird. 

Nyroca marila (Scaup Duck ^) Nov. 7 = 11 birds. 

Nyroca vallistieria (Canvas-back), Oct. 9 = 2 birds. 

1 Birds before called Nyroca marila should have been called Erismaiura 
Jamaicensis, 
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Nyroca americana (Red-head), Oct. 17 to Nov. 7 = 4 birds. 

Charitonetta albeola^ Oct. 27 to 30^ 19 birds. 

Brismatura jamatcensis (Broad-bill)., Sept. 2 to Nov. 7= 163 birds. 

Rallus virginianus^ July 27 = i bird. 

Porzana Carolina^ Aug. 25 to Sept. 13= 2 birds. 

Fulica americana (Pond Coot), Sept. 29 to Oct 24= 56 birds. 

Total, 1306 birds. 

Spring. 

1870 : Gallinago delicata^ Apr. 23 to 24 = 27 birds. 

Nyroca valUsneria^ April = i bird. 

Autumn. 

Gallinago dtlicata^ July 30 to Nov. 3 = 16 birds. 

Macrorrkamphus griseusj July 15 to Oct. 20 = 190 birds. 

Micro falama himantopus, July 31 to Sept. 6 = 46 birds. 

Tringa macula la, July 16 to Oct. 20= 134 birds. 

Tringa canulus^ Aug. 18 to Sept. 6= 56 birds. 

Limosa fedoa, Aug. 12 = 2 birds. 

Totanus melanoleucus, July 20 to Nov. 4 = 75 birds. 

Tolanusjlavipes, July 13 to Oct. i = 382 birds. 

Numgrius longiroslris (Long-billed Curlew), July 15= i bird. 

Arenaria interpres (Rock Plover), Aug. 28 to Sept. 4 = 21 birds. 

Charadrius dominicus, Aug. 12 to Oct. 6 = 56 birds. 

yEgialilis vociferay Aug. 20= i bird. 

^uerquedula discors, Aug. 31 to Nov. 5 = 5 birds. 

Nettion carolinense, Sept. 2 to Oct. 31 = 17 birds. 

Anas obscura, Sept. 20 to Nov. 18= 16 birds. 

Anas boschas (Mallard), Oct. 22 =4 birds. 

Nyroca marila^ Oct. 28 to Nov. i = 15 birds. 

j^x spoftsa, July 30 to Oct. 20 = 14 birds. 

Erismalura jamaicensiSy ]vi\y 30 to Oct. 26 = 42 birds. 

Charilonelta albeola^ Nov. i to 3 = 4 birds. 

Chaulclasmus stereperus, Nov. 18 = i bird. 

Branta canadensis (Canada Goose), Nov. 1=1 bird. 

Porzana Carolina^ Aug. 30 to Oct. 18 = 21 birds. 

Fulica americana. Sept 27 to Nov. 5 = 64 birds. 

Total, 1 1 78 birds. 

Spring. 

1871 : Gallinago delicata^ Mar. 26 to Apr. 26. = 236 birds. 

Totanus melanoleucus, May 9 to 14 = 22 birds. 
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Autumn. 

Macrorrkampkus griseus, July 7 to Aug. 24 = 8i birds. 
Totanus flavt^es^ July 7 to Aug. 27 = 192 birds. 
Sympkemia semipalmata, July 11 to Aug. 8 = 22 birds. 
Micropalama himantopusy July 14 to Aug. 13 = 9 birds. 
Gallinago de.Ucata^ Aug. 13 to Nov. 14 == 50 birds. 
Bariramia longicauda^ Aug. 15 to 23 = 11 birds. 
Tringa canutusy Aug. 17 to 18 = 23 birds. 
Arena ria inierpres, Aug. 18 = i bird. 
Porxana Carolina^ Aug. 18 to Oct. 6 = 31 birds. 
Totanus melanoleucusy Aug. 26 to Oct. 31 = 50 birds. 
^uttrquedula discors^ Aug. 27 to Sept. 26 « 2 birds. 

Gallinula ? Sept. 28 = 4 birds. 

Philohela minora Sept. 9 to 13 = 6 birds. 

Ckaradrius .dominicusy Sept. 10 to Oct. 24. = 36 birds. 

Rallus virginianusy Sept. 14 =» i bird. 

Tringa maculatay Sept. 22 to Oct. 18 = 43 birds. 

Anas obscuroy Sept. 30 to Oct. 7 = 3 birds. 

Colinns virginianuSy Oct. 10 = 24 birds. 

JErismatura jamaicensisy Oct. 15 to Nov. 14 = 30 birds. 

FuUca americanay Oct. 24 to Nov. 14 = 16 birds. 

Nyroca marilay Oct. 31 = i bird. 

Neition carolinensBy Nov. 5 = 1 bird. 

^x sponsay Nov. 1 1 = i bird. 



Total, 896 birds.' 



(To be continued.) 



GENERAL NOTES. 

Various Notes: Parasitic Jaegers in R. I. — Mr. Joel W. White shot 
three Stercorarius parasiticus at Charlestown Beach, R. I. on Sept 2, 
1897. 

One of these was mounted and is now in the Charles H. Smith collec- 
tion at Roger Williams Park. The other two were given to friends and 
their disposition is unknown. They were all in the young plumage. 

Two Records of the Blue-winged Yellow Warbler. — While walking 
through an old orchard grown up to brush and briers in Hopkinton, R. I. 
June 7, 1901, my attention was attracted by an unusually queer song 
which I had not previously heard. After several attempts to discover 
the bird it alighted in a little oak sapling and I secured the specimen 
which proved to be a Blue-winged Yellow Warbler. (Helminthopkila 
pinus. From the nature of the location I was much inclined to beliey^ 
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that this bird had a nest there, but all attempt to find it proved fruitless. 
There is a male of this species in the Charles H. Smith collection at 
Roger Williams Park which was shot at Stump Hill Pond near Paw- 
tucket, May 30, 1883. 

Henslow^s Sparrow a Summer Resident in Southern R. I. — On June 
6, 1901, in a wet meadow, near Brightman^s Pond, Westerly, I heard the 
queer song of a Henslow's Sparrow (Ammodramus kenslowi) and soon 
saw the bird perched on a small bush singing its weird note. I visited 
the meadow again on June 8 and heard the same male undoubtedly and 
in an adjoining meadow there was another male singing. No doubt this 
species breeds with us, and further search will probably extend their 
range. 
South Auburn, R. I., June 13, 1901. Harry S. Hathaway. 



PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

Bird-Lore, Vol. Ill, Nos. i, 2, 3, Jan. and Feb., Mar. and Apr., May and 
June, 1901. 

The Auk, Vol. XVIII, No. i, 2. Jan., Apr., 1901. 

The Bittern, Vol. I, No. i, Jan., 1901. 

The Condor, Vol., Ill, Nos. i, 2, 3, Jan. and Feb., Mar. and Apr., May and 
June, 1901. 

The Journal of the Maine Ornithological Society, Vol. II, No. 4, Oct., 
1900 and Vol. Ill, Nos. i, 2, Jan., and Apr., 1901. 

The Osprey, Vol. V, Nos. i, 2, 3, 4, 5, Sept. and Oct., Nov. and Dec., 
1900. Jan. and Feb., Mar. and Apr. May, 1901. 

The Petrel, Vol. I, No. i, Jan., 1900. 

The Wilson Bulletin, No. 33, Vol. VII, No. 4. Oct., 1900. 
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With this issue the second volume of *' Notes on Rhode Island 
Ornithology*' is completed. The Editor hopes that all sub- 
scribers will at once renew their subscriptions that the publication 
of Volume III may be assured, for without doubt the paper is 
filling a needed place, and is worthy of maintenance. 



The death by apoplexy on July 27, 190 1, of Mr. S. Newton 
Dexter, of Providence, at Sakonnet Point, R. I., removed one of 
Rhode Island's most active and prominent scientists and ornitholo- 
gists. Mr. Dexter was widely known among scientists, and the 
late work on the " Birds of Rhode Island " in which his name 
appears more than any other observer and collector proves the 
valuable work he did both for the advancement of knowledge and 
the furthering of collections. 

The authors of the volume on Rhode Island birds are now 
particularly glad that their work was completed before Mr. Dexter's 
untimely death, for without his generous and unstinted aid the 
work must have fallen far short of completeness ; and the present 
paper received from him encouragement to the extent of valuable 
communications and advanced subscription. 

Rhode Island ornithologists will do well to follow the example 
of Mr. Dexter, and thus somewise carry on the untiring work he 
laid down. 
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BIRDS OBSERVED ON PRUDENCE ISLAND, NARRA- 
GANSETT BAY, RHODE ISLAND. 

BY LOUIS DI ZEREGA MEARNS. 

On August 30, 1901, my father and I spent eleven hours on 
Prudence Island, Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island, and while 
there observed the following birds : 

Common Tern {Sterna hirundo). — Flocks on the bay. 

White-winged Scoter ((Edemia deglandi), — One shot on the shore of 
Prudence Island. This was undoubtedly a ** pensioner" or wounded bird. 
As they are not often seen in summer, the coloration of the soft parts were 
noted, as follows: An immature male, having a whitish breast and a 
white spot under the eye. Iris white. Bill plumbeous-black, transversely 
banded with white (in middle) and pink (on sides). Legs and feet, blackish 
slate, with tarsi and toes madder-brown anteriorly, obscurely dusky in 
median stripes. The gullet was empty ; but the gizzard contained a good 
handful of gravel and shells of the common mussel (Myiilus edulis Linn- 
aeus) and the periwinkle (Littorina Uttorea Linnaeus). The largest 
mussel measured 43 X 24 X 20 mm., and the largest stone 25 X 18 X 12 
mm. The valves of the mussels were separate, but all matched, showing 
that the mollusks had been swallowed whole. 

King Eider {Somateria spectabilis). — Skeleton found on the l)cach. 
Skull preserved and identified by Dr. Robert Ridgway. 

Green Heron (Ardea virescens), — Two were seen near a small pond, 
living among button-bushes. 

Black-crowned Night Heron {Nycticorax nycticorax mEvius). — The 
Night-Heroriry to which reference is made by Mr. Reginald Heber Howe, 
Jr., in " Birds of Rhode Island," is still occupied. It is located in a grove 
of soft maple trees, from which we flushed about 25 Night Herons at four 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

Least Sandpiper {Tringa minutilUi). — One shot on beach. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper {Brennetes fusillus). — Very abundant along 
the shore. Two shot. 

Spotted Sandpiper {Actitis macularia). — Three were seen on the beach. 

Semipalmated Plover {^gialitis semipalmata). — One small flock seen. 
An immature female shot. 

Turnstone {Arena ria in/erpres). — Two were seen along the beach in 
company with a flock of Ring Plovers. 

Marsh Hawk {Circus kudsonius). — One, a brown bird, was seen cours- 
ing the island in search of prey. 

American Osprey {Pandion halialtus carolinensis). — Several were seen 
flying over and chirping like half-grown chickens. Eight were visible at 
pnce, 
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Belted King^sher (Ceryie alcyon). — Two were seen. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Trochilus colubris). — Common, fre- 
quenting especially the flowering jewel weeds. 

Kingbird {Tyrannus tyrannus). — Very abundant. Three shot at once. 

American Crow {Corvus americanus). — Common in small parties. 
About 5 o'clock a flock of several hundred appeared on the highest part of 
the island. Shells of clams, oysters, mussels, and many other littoral 
shells have been scattered all over the island by Crows. 

Cowbird {Molothrus ater), — One female seen on an old fence-post. 

Meadowlark [Sturnella magna). — Several seen in marshy meadows. 

American Qoldfinch {Astra galinus trisfis). — A great many were seen 
flying overhead. 

Vesper Sparrow {Pocecetes gramine'us). — One seen. 

Savanna S^BXtom {Passer cuius sandwickensis savanna). — About twenty 
seen in marshes and old flelds. 

Song Sparrow {Melospiza meloda). — Very common everywhere; feed- 
ing on small purple berries. 

Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus). — About ten seen or heard. 

Bam Swallow {Hirundo erythrogastra). — A few seen flying over a 
marsh. 

Tree Swallow {Tackycineta bicolor). — Very abundant. Fifty were 
seen on one small dead limb of a mill berry-tree. Hundreds of them were 
perched on a barn. 

Cedar Waxwing {Amfelis cedrorum), — Two were seen flying overhead. 

Migrant Shrike {Lanius ludovicianus migrans William Palmer). — One 
was shot on a fence-post, near the residence of Mr. Daniel Chase. This 
bird was at once mailed, in the flesh, to Mr. J. William Critchley, the 
well-known taxidermist, to his old address in Providence, together with a 
letter requesting him to mount the Shrike and send it to the Natural His- 
tory Museum, in Roger Williams Park, as a present from me; but Mr. 
Critchley having recently moved to New York, both the letter and package 
were forwarded, and the latter disappeared. This bird bore slight traces 
of immaturity, and, from its large size, it was doubtless a male. Its meas- 
urements were as follows : Length, 237; alar expanse, 324; wing, 104; 
tail, 106 ; culmen (chord), 16.3 ; tarsus, 26.5 ; middle toe and claw, 23 mm. 
This makes the third record for the State. 

Maryland Yellow-throat {Geothlypis trichas brachidactyla). — Two 
shot ; others seen. 

Catbird { Galeoscoptes carolinensis). — Abundant. One young male shot. 
Brown Thrasher {Harporrhynchus- rufus). — Two seen in the under- 
brush. 

Chickadee {Parus atricapillus). — Several seen and heard; one young 
male shot. 

American Robin (Merula migratoria). — Very common everywhere. 
One young female, scarcely able to fly, was shot. 
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WATER-BIRD SHOOTING ABOUT NEWPORT FROM 
1867 TO 1874. 

{To be continued.) 

Spring. 

1872 : Gallinago delicaia^ March 23 to May 5 ^ 246 birds. 
Anfis obscura^ April 22 = i bird. 

Autumn. 

Philohela minora July 8 to Nov. 16 = 126 birds. 
Micropalama himantopus, July 18 to Sept. 19 =6 birds. 
Totanus Jiavipes^ }y\\y 18 to Sept. 30 = 293 birds. 
Bartramia longicauda^ Aug. 2 to Sept. 7=4 birds. 
Macrorrhamphus griscus^ Aug. 4 to Sept. 5 = 81 birds. 
Symphemia semipalmaia^ Aug. 9 = 9 birds. 
Anas obscura, Aug. 10 to Oct. 25 = 7 birds. 
Porzana Carolina^ Aug. 17 to Oct. 4=9 birds. 
Totanus meianoieucus, Aug. 19 to Oct. 20 = 108 birds. 
Arenaria interpres^ Aug. 21 = 6 birds. 
Charadrius dominicus^ Aug. 26 to Sept. 22 = 32 birds. 
Rallus virginianus^ Aug. 28 = 10 birds. 
^uerquedula discors^ Sept. i to 18 = 40 birds. 
Erismatura jamaicensis, Sept. 3 to Oct. 23 = 30 birds. 
Limosa hcemasiica^ Sept. 1 1 to 20 = 16 birds. 
Tringa macttlatay July 18 to Oct. 9 = 178 birds. 
Nettion carolinense^ Sept. 18 to Oct. 21 = 23 birds. 
^x sponsa^ Sept. 18 = 4 birds. 
Dafila acuta y Sept. 20 to Oct. 21 = 9 birds. 
Fulica americana^ Sept. 26 to Oct. 9 = 28 birds. 
Colinus virginianus^ Oct. 15 to Nov. 16 = 80 birds. 
spatula clypeatay Oct. 21=2 birds. 
Charitoneita albeola, Oct. 23 = 4 birds. 
Mareca americana., Oct. 25 = 4 birds. 

Total, 1356 birds. 

Spring. 

1873: Gallinago delicatay March 27 to April 28 — 349 birds. 
Branta canadensis^ April 3 = 3 birds. 

Autumn. 

Philohela minor ^ Ju^J .•> to 31 = 276 birds. 
Totanus flavipeSy Aug. i to Sept. 24 = 395 birds. 
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Toianus melanoUucus^ Aug. 19 to Oct. 19= 419 birds. 

Macrorrhamphus griseuSy Aug. i to 21 = 161 birds. 

Numenius longirostris^ Aug. 2 to 14 ^ 8 birds. 

Micropalama himantofus^ Aug. 3 to 20=1 42 birds. 

Symfhemia semipalmata^ Aug. 4 to 19=: 29 birds. 

Tringa maculata^ Aug. 4 to Oct. 19=1602 birds. 

Limosa kcemasticay Aug. 29 to Oct. 13 = 24 birds. 

Limosa fedouy Aug. 6 to 24 ^ 9 birds. 

Tringa canuius, Aug. 12 to 30= 79 birds. 

Ckaradrtus domimcus^ Aug. 26 to Oct. 13 = 126 birds. 

Dafila acuta y Sept 10 to Oct. 8=15 birds. 

Anas obscuray Sept. 10 to Oct. 22 = 16 birds. 

Numenius kudsonicusy Sept. 26 = 7 birds. 

Erismatura jamaicensis^ Sept. 27 to Nov. 7 = 31 birds. 

Gallinago dtlicata^ Sept. 3 to Oct. 19 =: 144 birds. 
j Spatula clypeatuy Oct. 2 = 2 birds. 

* Mareca americana^ Oct. 8^3 birds. 

Fulica americanay Oct. 15 = 15 birds. 
I Ckaritouetta albeola^ Oct. 20 = 26 birds. 

I Nettton carolinensey Oct. 25 to Nov. 2 = 10 birds. 

I Nyroca affinis^ Nov. 4 = 2 birds. 

! Total, 2790 birds. 

Spring. 
1874 : Gallinago delicaia^ April 2 to 29 = 219 birds. 

Autumn. 

Philohela minor y July 6 to 20 = 38 birds. 
TotanusflavipeSy]\x\y 22 to Sept. 19 = 513 birds. 
Totanus mtlanoleucus^ Aug i to Oct. 18 = 353 birds. 
Micropalama himantopusy July 6 to Aug. 23 = 69 birds. 
Macrorrkampkus griseusy July 24 to Aug. 23 = 238 birds. 
Tringa maculatay July 26 to Oct. 20 = 668 birds. 
Tringa canuiuSy Aug. 3 to Sept. 7 = 93 birds. 
Symphemia semipalmata, Aug. 4 to 15 =12 birds. 
Limosa hamasticay Aug. 10 to Sept. 30 = 16 birds. 
Porzana Carolina y Aug. 10 == 12 birds. 
Bartramia longicauday Aug. 15 to 24 = 5 birds. 
Charadrius dominica^ Aug. 27 to Oct. 24 = 86 birds. 
Numenius longirostrisy July 29 = i bird. 
Numenius kudsonicus, Oct. 2=11 birds. 
Numenius borealiSy Aug. 27 = 7 birds. 
^uerquedula discot^y Sept. 3 to Sept. 20 = 67 birds. 
Gallinago delicata, Sept. 4 to Oct. 22 = 160 birds. 
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Dafila acuta, Sept. 26 = 3 birds. 
Anas obscura, Sept. 29 to Nov. 4 = 26 birds. 
Erismatura jamaicensisy Oct. 2 to 27 = 115 birds. 
Nyroca marila, Oct. 15 to 23*= 12 birds. 
Tringa a. pacifica, Oct. 19=8 birds. 
Charitonttta alheola, Oct. 24 to 30= 24 birds. 
Fulica atnericanay Oct. 26 to Nov. 4 = 14 birds. 
Nyroca americana, Oct. 27 =: 3 birds. 
Spatula clypeatay Oct. 28 = 4 birds. 
Nettieu carolinensey Oct. 30=: 3 birds. 

Total, 2780 birds. 



Recapitulation. 

Colinus virginianus (Quail), Oct. 15 to Nov. 16 = 97 birds. 

Ectopistes migratorius (Wild Pigeon), Oct. 19, 1868 = i bird. 

Rallus virginianus (Virginia Rail), July 27 to Sept. 14= 17 birds. 

Porzana Carolina (Sora Rail), Aug. 10 to Oct. 18 = 109 birds. 

Gallinula (galeata f) (Gallinule), Sept. 28=4 birds. 

Fulica americana (Pond Coot), Sept 26 to Nov. 14 = 193 birds. 

Arenaria interpres (Rock Plover), Aug. 18, to Sept. 5 =32 birds. 

Squatarola squatarola. Strange to say none are recorded. 

Ckaradrius dominicus (Greenhead), Aug. 14 to Oct. 24 = 386 birds. 

yEgialites vocifera (Kildeer), July 21 to Aug. 1 =2 birds. 

Numenius longirostris (Long-billed Curlew), July 15 to 29 =2 birds. 
" kudsonicus (Jack Curlew), Aug. 26 to Sept. 2 = 30 birds. 

" borealis (Eskimo Curlew), Aug. 27 = 7 birds. 

Limosa hcemastica (Ring-tailed Marlin), July 22 to Oct. 13 = 104 birds. 
" frdoa (Big Marlin), Aug. 6 to Oct. 2 = 26 birds. 

MacrorrhamphMs griseus (Dowitcher), July 7 to Oct. 20 = 1058 birds. 

Micropalama himantopus (Mongrel), July 6 to Sept. 19 = 279 birds. 

Symphemia semipalmaia (Willet), July 11 to Sept. 18 = 106 birds. 

Totanus melanoleucus (Big Legs), Spring, May 9 to 14 = 22 birds ; 
Autumn, July 20 to Nov. 4 = 1362 birds. 

Totanus flavipes (Yellow-legs) July 7 to Oct. i = 2499 birds. 

Bartramia longicauda (Grass Plover), Aug. 2 to Sept. 7 =25 birds. 

Tringa maculata (Creeker), July 16 to Oct. 20 = 2337 birds. 
" canutus (Robin Snipe), Aug. i to Sept. 14 =391 birds. 
" a, pacijica (Winter Snipe), Oct. 2 to 19 = 17 birds. 

Gallinago delicata (Snipe), Spring, March 23 to May 5 = 1277 birds. 
Autumn, Aug. 12 to Nov. 14 = 466 birds. 

Philohela minor (Woodcock), July 15 to Nov. 16 =453 birds. 

y^x sponsa (Wood Duck), July 30 to Nov. 11=21 birds. 

Branta canadensis (Canada Goose), Spring, April 3 ; Autumn, Nov. i = 
4 birds. 
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Anas bosckas (Mallard), Oct. 22 = 4 birds. 
" obscura (Black Duck), Spring, April 22 = i bird; Autumn, Aug. 10 
to Nov. i8 = 25 birds. 

CkauUlasmus streftrus (Gadwall), Oct 27 = 3 birds. 

Mareca amtricana (Widgeon), Oct. 8 to 25 =7 birds. 

NettioH carolinenst (Green-winged Teal), Sept. 2 to Nov. 7 = 78 birds. 

Dafila acuta (Gray Duck), Sept. 9 to Nov. 11 = 32 birds. 

^u€rqu€dula discors (Blue-winged Teal), Aug. 27 to Nov. 5 = 195 birds. 

Spatula clyfeata (Shoveller), Oct. 2 to 28 = 8 birds. 

Nyroca americana (Red-head), Oct. 8 to 25 = 7 birds. 

" vallisneria (Canvas-back), Spring, April ; Autumn, Oct. 9=3 
birds. 

Nyroca marila (Scaup Duck), Oct. 5 to Nov. 11 — 30 birds. 

" affinis (Little Scaup), Nov. 4 = 2 birds. 
Ckaritonetta albeola (Buifle-head), Oct. 20 to Nov. 5 = 92 birds. 
Erismatura jamaicgnsis (Broad-bill), July 30 to Nov. 14 = 438 birds. 

Total, 12,168 birds. 

GENERAL NOTES. 

A Trip to Sakonnet — On September 23, 1901, I started on a shooting 
excursion to Sakonnet Pt., R. I. As we were sailing round from Newport 
we passed close to Cormorant Rock near which were seen several Cor- 
morants, one species of Scoter, Terns and Herring Gulls. We shot on 
the marsh for a day and a half (Sept. 24-25) and killed the following birds : 
3 Blue-winged Teal (^. discors), 

1 Curlew (N, kudsontcus). 

7 Yellow-legs (T. melanoleucus). 
46 Kriekers (T. maculata), 

2 Plover (C. domitticus), 

I Great Blue Heron {A, kerodias). 
The following were seen also : 

6 Black Duck {A, obscura), 

3 Baldpate (?) (M. americana), 
I Yellow-leg {T,flavifes), 

1 Red-backed Sandpiper (T. a, pacified), 

2 White-rumped Sandpipers {T.fusicollis). 

3 Black-bellied Plover (S, squatarola), 
20 Peep (Breunetes pusillus). 

3 Peep (T, minutilla). 

2 Ring-necks (A. semipalmata), 

2 Lesser (?) Scaup Duck {Nyroca affinis). 
Several Marsh Hawks and Sparrow Hawks were seen and. about sixteen 
Great Blue Herons, one of which was shot. One Green Heron {B, 
virescens) was also seen, and about twenty Teal. 
Newport. LbRoy King. 
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Two Interesting Notes. — On the morning of July 17, 1901, while riding 
my bicycle across the level stretch of road between Easton Point and New- 
port I noticed a flock of ten Semipalmated Sandpipers {Breunetes fusillus). 
They were flying rapidly before the wind, apparently coming from the 
beach just south of the road and going to some marshes north. On one 
side of the road are ten telephone wires about twenty feet above the ground. 
Into these wires the flock dashed at full speed and a mix-up followed. 
Two fell dead to the ground and two more fluttered away to die in the tall 
grass. 

On August 27, 1901, I took a Baird's Sandpiper [Tringa hairdii) at 
Middletown. This is the fifth record for the state. 
Newport. Edward Sturtevant. 

Capture of two Bald Eagles {Haliceetus leucocephalus (Linn.)). — So un- 
common is the Bald Eagle in this state that one is very fortunate to col- 
lect a single bird, but it fell to the lot of Capt. E. P. Sisson of the Sandy 
Point Life Saving Station to shoot two of these noble birds on the beach 
at the northern end of Block Island on May 5, 1900. 

They were in immature plumage and one which was placed in the 
Charles H. Smith collection at Roger Williams Park measured as follows : 
Length, 36 inches; extent, 6 feet, 11 inches; wing, 23 inches; tail, 14I 
inches. 

While at Quonochontang, R. I., on Sept. 7, 1901, I saw towards night 
one of this species flying west along shore. 
South Auburn, Sept. 20, 1901. H. S. Hathaway. 



COMMUNICATIONS. 

New London, Conn. 

July 27, 1901. 
Reginald Heber Howe, Jr. 

Dear Sir: — You will be pleased to learn that I have found a Colony 
of FisA Crows " nesting " within sight of Watch Hill near the R. I. bor- 
der — 5 pairs with sets of eggs i, i, f, i, young, a day or so old — Rough- 
winged Swallows taken nearer and nearer each year to R. I. line also, and it 
behooves you to watch closely as Hooded Warblers, Fish-Crows, and 
Rou^h-wings may be found any time on the R. I. side. 
Sincerely yours, 

James H. Hill. 
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AcANTHis linaria rostrata, 9. 
Actitis macularia, 18. 
^Igialitis semipalmata, 18, 23. 

vocifera, 10, 13, 14, 22. 
Agelaius phoeniceus, 11. 
Aix sponsa, 3, 10, 14, 15, 20, 22. 
Alca torda, 6. 
Allen, Glover M., 6. 
Ammodramus henslowi, 11, 16. 

nelsoni, 9. 

nelsoni subvirgatus, 9. 
Ampelis cedrorum, 19. 
Anas boscas, 7, 14, 23. 

obscura, 2, 6, 8, 10, 13, 14, 15, 
20, 21, 22, 23. 
Aquila chrysagtos, 7. 
Ardea herodias, 3, 23. 
Arenaria interpres, 8, 10, 14, 15, 18, 

20, 22. 
Asio accipitrinus, 3. 
Astragalinus tristis, 4, 19. 
Auk, Rkzor-billed, 6. 
Austin, John Osborne, 12. 

Baldpate, 7, 23. 

Bartramia longicauda, 12, 13, 15, 20, 

21, 22. 
Bent, A. C, 6, 11. 
Blackbird, Crow, 2. 

Red-winged, 2, 11, 12. 
Bluebird, 5, 11. 
Bob- White, 3. 
Bonasa umbellus, 3. 
Branta canadensis, 3, 6, 14, 20, 22. 
Broad-bill, 10, 23. 
Bubo virginianus, 4. 
Buffle-head, 10, 23. 
Bunting, Snow, 8. 
Butorides virescens, 18, 23. 

Canvas-back, 23. 

Catbird, 8, 19. 

Ceryle alcyon, 19. 

Chaulelasmus streperus, 10, 14, 23. 

Charadrius dominicus, 7, 10, 13, 14, 

15,20, 21,22, 33. 
Charitonetta albeola, 10, 14, 20, 21, 

22, 23. 
Chickadee, 5, 19. 
Circus hudsonius, 18. 
Cistothorus palustris, 12. 



Chase, Daniel, 19. 

Clangula clangula americana, 12. 

Colaptes auratus luteus, 4. 

Colinus virginianus, 3, 11, 15, 20, 22. 

Colymbus auritus, 6. 

holboeUi, 8. 
Coot, American, 7. 

Pond, 22. 
Cormorant, 6, 23. 

Double-crested, 6. 
Corvus americanus, 4, 9, 19; 
Cowbird, 12, 19. 
Creeker, 10, 22. 
Critchley, J. William, 19. 
Crow, American, 4, 9, 19. 

Fish, 24. 
Curlew, Eskimo, 22. 

Jack, 10, 22, 23. 

Long-billed, 22. 
Cyanocitta cristata, 4,11. 

Dafila acuta, 7, 10, 13, 20, 21, 22, 

23- 
Davenport, Wm. R., 6. 
Dendroeca coronata, 5. 

palmarum hypochrysea, 8. 
Dexter, S. Newton, 17. 
Dove, Mourning, 2. 
Dowitcher, 7, 10, 22. 
Dring, Robt. L., 9, 10. 
Dryobates villosus, 4. 

pubescens medianus, 4. 
Duck, Black, 2, 6, 8, 10, 23. 

Eider, 3. 

Gray, 10, 23. 

Greater Scaup, 8. 

Harlequin, 6. 

King, 12. 

Little Scaup, 23. 

Scaup, 23. 

Wood, 3, 10, 22. 
Durfee, Owen, 11. 

Eagle, Bald, 3, 24. 

Golden, 7. 
Ectopistes migratorius, i, 11, 22. 
Egret, American, 12. 
Editor, 5, 8, 11, 12. 
Eider, King, 7, 18. 

Northern, 9. 
Eldred, Samuel, 2. 
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Empidonax t. alnorum, 9. 
Ennis, John, 12. 
Ereunetes pusillus, 23, 24. 
Erismatara jamaicensis, 13, 
20, 21, 22, 23. 



M, 



Flicker, Northern, 4. 
Flycatcher, Alder, 9. 
Olive-sided, 6. 
Fulica americana, 7, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22 

Gadwall, 23. 

Galescoptes carolinensis, 8, 19. 

Gallinago delicata, 7, 10, 13, 14, 15, 

20, 21, 22. 
GalUnula galeata, 7, 15, 22. 
Gallinule, 22. 

Gammel, Mrs. William, i. 
Gavia imber, 2, 6, 8. , 

lumme, 8. 
Gavitt, Rowland A., 7. 
Geothlypis trichas brachidactyla, 19. 
Giraud, J. P., Jr., 12. 
Golden-eye, American, 3, 6. 
Goldfinch, American, 4, 19. 
Goose, Canada, 3, 32. 

WUd,6, 12. 
Grackle, 6, 11, 12. 

Purple, II. 
Grebe, Homed, 6, 11. 

Red-necked, 3. 
Greenhead, 22. 
Grouse, Ruffed, 8. 
Gull, Bonaparte's, 6. 

Herring, 2, 6. 

Kittiwake, 6. 

Ring-billed, 2. 

IIalIvCETUS leucocephalus, 3, 24. 
Harporrhynchus rufus, 8, 19. 
Hathaway, H. S., 6, 8, 11, 12, 16, 

24. 
Hawk, Duck, 11. 

Marsh, 18, 23. 

Sparrow, 23. 
Helmitherus vermivorus, 9. 
Helminthophila pinus, 15. 
Herelda hiemalis, 6, 8. 
Heron, Black-crowned Night, 18. 

Green, 18, 23. 

Great Blue, 3, 23. 
HUl, Julia M., 6, 24. 
Hirundo erythrogastra, 19. 
Histrionicus histrionicus, 6. 
Howe, Reginald Heber, Junior, 11, 
12, 18, 24. 



Hummingbird, Ruby-throated, i, 19. 
Hylocichla guttata pallasii, 5. 

Ingersoll, Ernest, 12. 

Jaeger, Parasitic, 9, 1 5. 
Jencks, F. T., 11. 
Junco hiemalis, 5. 

Slate-colored, 5. 

Keefe, John W., 7. 
Kendall, G. A., 1 2. 
Kildeer, 10, 22. 
Kingbird, 19. 

Kingfisher, Belted, 11, 19. 
King, Le Roy, 6, 7, 23. 

Mrs. Le Roy, i . 
Kinglet, Golden-crowned, 5. 
Kittiwake, 8. 
Knowles, John Kenyon, i, 2. 

H. M., 7. 

Lorenzo A., i . 
Krieker, 23. 

Lanius borealis, 5. 

excubitorides migrans, 19. 
Lark, Homed, 4. 

Shore, 8. 
Larus, argutatus, 2, 6, 23. 

delawarensis, 2. 

Philadelphia, 6. 
Lawrence, George W. [N.], 6. 
Limosa fedoa, 10, 13, 14, 21, 22. 

hsemastica, 10, 13, 20, 21, 22. 
Livermore, John L., 5. 
Loon, 2, 6, 8. 

Red- throated, 8. 

Mackay, S. [G.] H., 12. 

Macro rrhamph us griseus, 7, 10, 13, 

14, 15, 20, 21, 22. 
Mallard, 7, 23. 

Mareca americana, 7, 20, 2.1, 23. 
Marlin, Big, 10, 22. 

Ring-tailed, 10, 22. 
Maynard, C. J., 6, 12. 
Meadowlark, 4, 19. 
Meams, Edgar, A., 1,12. 

Louis di Zerega, 8, 18. 
Megascops asio, 4. 
Melospiza melodia, 5, 19. 
Merganser, American, 2. 

Red-breasted, 2. 
Merganser americanus, 2. 

serrator, 2, 6, 8. 
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Merula migratoria, 5, 9, 19. 
Micropalama himantopus, 6, 7, 10, 13, 

14, 15, 20, 21, 22. 
Mniotilta varia, 8. 
Mockingbird, 12. 
Molothrus ater, 11, 19. 
Mongrel, 10, 22. 
Murre, 11. 

Briinnich's, 6. 

Nettion caroHnense, 13, 14, 15, 20, 

21, 22, 23. 
Newbury, F. E., 12. 
Numenius borealis, 12, 21, 22. 

hudsonicus, 10, 21, 22, 23. 

longirostris, 14, 21, 22. 
Nuttallomis borealis, 6. 
Nyroca affinis, 21, 23. 

americana, 14, 22, 23. 

marila,8, 10, 13, 14, i5» 22, 23. 

vallisneria, 13, 14. 23. 

GiDEMiA americana, 6. 

deglandi, 6, 18. 

perspicillata, 6. 
Old Squaw, 6, 8. 
Osprey, American, 12, 18. 
Otocoris alpestris, 4, 8. 

alpestris praticola, 8. 
Owl, Barred, 3. 

Great Horned, 4. 

Screech, 4. 

Short-eared, 3. 

Pan DION haliaetus carolinensis, 18. 

Parus atricapillus, 5, 19. 

Passer domesticus, 5. 

Passerculus sandwichensis savanna, 8, 

19. 
Phalacrocorax carbo, 6, 8. 

auritus, 6. 
Philohela minor, 10, 15, 20, 21, 22. 
Pigeon, Passenger, i, 2. 

Wild, II, 22. 
Pintail, 7. 

Pipilo erythrophthalmus, 19. 
Plectrophenax nivalis, 4, 6, 8. 
Plover, Black-bellied, 23. 
Field, 12. 
Golden, 7,10, 23. 
Grass, 13, 22. 
Gray, 12. 

Semipalmated, 18. 
Poocetes gramineus, 19. 
Porzana Carolina, 10, I4» '5» ^o, 21, 
22. 



Quail, ii, 22. 

Querquedula discors, 10, 13, 14* I5» 

20, 21, 23. 
Quiscalus quiscula, 11. 

Robin, American, 5, 9, n, 19- 

Newport, 12. 
Rissa tridactyla, 6, 8. . 
Redpoll, Greater, 9. 
Rail, Carolina, 10. 

Clapper, 9. 

Sora, 10, 22. 

Virginia, 10, 22. 
Rallus crepitans, 9. 

virginianus, lo, 14, 15, 20, 22. 
Regulus satrapa, 5. 
Red-head, 23. 
Richards, J. B., 7- 
Ring-neck, 23. 
Russell, Mrs.H. S., i. 
Ridgway, Robert, 18. 

Sandpiper, Baird's, 6, 7, 24. 
Buff-breasted, 6. 
Least, 18. 
Pectoral, 7. 
Purple, 6, 8. 
Red-backed, 23. 
Semipalmated, 24. 
Spotted, 18. 
Stilt, 6, 7, 10. 
White-rumped, 23. 
Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied, 2. 
Scolopax rusticolus, 6. 
Scoter, American, 6. 
Surf, 6. 

White-winged, 6, 18. 
Sheldrake, 6. 
Sialia sialis, 5. 
Sisson, 24. 

Snipe, English, 7, 10, 22. 
Robin, 10, 22. 
Winter, 10, 22. 
Shoveller, 23. 
Shrike, Migrant, 19. 

Northern, 5. 
Snowflake, 4, 8 
Somateria dresseri, 6, 7. 

mollissima borealis, 9. 
spectabilis, 7, 12, 18. 
Sparrow, Acadian Sharp-tailed, 9. 
Henslow's, n, 16. 
House, 5. 
Nelson's, 9. 
Savanna, 8, 19. 
Song, 5, 19. 
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Sparrow, Tree, 5. 

Vesper, 19. 

White-throated, 8. 

Yellow- winged, 11. 
Spatula clypeata, 20, 21, 22, 23. 
Spizella monticola, 5. 
Squatarola squatarola, 22, 23. 
Stelgidopteryx serripennis, 9. 
Stercorarius parasiticus, 9, 15. 
Sterna hirundo, 5, 18. 
Sturnella magna, 4, 19. 
Sturtevant, Edward, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 

24. 
Swallow, Barn, 19. 

Rough- winged, 9, 24. 

Tree, 19. 
Symphemia semipalmata, 10, 13, 15, 

20, 21, 22. 
Symium nebulosum, 3. 



Tachycineta bicolor, 19. 
Tanager, Scarlet, i. 
Teal, Blue-winged, 10, 23. 

Green-winged, 23. 
Tern, Common, 5, 18. 
Thrasher, Brown, 8, 19. 
Thrush, Hermit, 5. 
Totanus flavipes, 7, 10, 13, 14, 15, 20, 
21, 22, 23. 

melanoleucus, 7, 10, 13, 14, 15, 

20, 21, 22, 23. 
Towhee, 19. 

Tringa, alpina pacifica, 10, 22, 23. 
bairdii, 6, 7, 24. 
bartramia, 12. 

canutus, 10, 13, 14, 15, 21, 22. 
fuscicollis, 23. 
maculata, 7, 10, 13, 14, 15, 20, 

21, 22, 23. 
maritima, 6, 8. 
minutilla, 18, 23. 



Trochilus colubris, 19. 
Trowbridge, C. C, 12. 

Troglodytes hiemalis, 5. 
Tryngites subruficoUis, 6. 
Turnstone, 8, 18. 
Tyrannus tyrannus, 19. 

Uria lomvia, 6, 10. 
troile, II. 

ViREO gilvus, 8. 

olivaceus, 8. 
Vireo, Red-eyed, 8. 

Warbling, 8. 

Warbler, Black and White, 8. 

Blue-winged Yellow, 15. 

Hooded, 9, 24. 

Myrtle, 5. 

Red, 12. 
. Worm-eating, 9. 

Yellow Palm, 8. 
Waxwing, Cedar, 19. 
White, Joel W., 15. 
Widgeon, 10, 23. 
Willet, 10, 22. 
Wilsonia mitrata, 9. 
Woodcock, American, 2, 10, 22. 

European, 6, 12. 
Woodpecker, Hairy, 4. 

Northern Downy, 4. 
Wren, Winter, 5. 

YELLOW-legs, 10, 22, 23. 

Big, 22. 

Greater, 7, 10. 

Ivesser, 7. 
Yellow-throat, Maryland, 19. 

ZoNOTRiCHiA albicollis, 8. 
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Notes on Rhodb Island Ornithology, a quarterly publication for 
the purpose of furthering interest in ornithology in the State of Rhode 
Island. Published and edited by Reginald Heber Howe, Junior. Address, 
Longwood, Brookline, Massachusetts. 

Terms, one dollar ($i.oo) a year. Single numbers, twenty-five cents 
(.25). 

All material for publication, advertisements, and books for review 
should be sent to the Editor. 



With this issue the last volume of " Notes on Rhode Island Or- 
nithology" is commenced. With Volume III its planned term of 
publication expiies, and the proposed Supplement to ''The Birds of 
Rhode Island" will be published during the autumn of 1902 or 
the winter of 1903. The Editor feels that the publication of 
" Notes " as a stimulous to the study of Rhode Island Ornithology, 
has been a distinct success, much valuable data having appeared 
in its pages, and considerable interest in the birds of the State 
evoked. He wishes to thank the supporters of " Notes " for their 
earnest and ready aid, and asks that they send in at once all cor- 
rections and additions in their possession for the coming Supple- 
ment. As this is the last volume the subscribers no doubt all 
wish to continue their subscriptions and complete their files. Un- 
less however, their subscriptions are paid before the close of Jan- 
uary, 1902, their names will be struck from the list. 

The Editor also has again to thank Mrs. LeRoy King, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Gammell and Mrs. William H. Russell in the behalf of many 
of the libraries of the State for their kindness in making it possible 
for him to send Volume III for the current year, anti thus com- 
plete the library files. 

A LIST OF THE BIRDS OBSERVED AT MIDDLETOWN, 
R. I. BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 6 AND 16, 190 1. 

BY FRANCIS G. AND MAURICE C. BLAKE. 

The following birds were observed about the Paradise Hills 
and Marshes, and on Sachuest Pt. The birds that are mentioned 
as taken were shot by Mr. Reginald Heber Howe, Junior. 
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1. Colinus virginianuB. Bob-white. — Common. 

2. Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail. — One seen on 14th. 

3. Porzana Carolina. Carolina Rail. — Uncommon. 

4. Pbdilymbus podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe. — One shot by a gun- 
ner on the 13th. 

5. Gavia imber. Loon. — One seen on 9th. 

6. Sterna hirundo. Common Tern. — Rather common. 

7. Lams argentatus. Herring Gull. — Common. 

8. Arenaria interpres. Turnstone. — Two shot by C. S. Hammond 
on the 8th. 

9. Squatarola squatarola. Black-bellied Plover. — One shot by C. 
S. Hammond on 8th. 

10. Charadrius dominicus. American Golden Plover. — Rare. 

11. .^gialitis vocifera. Killdeer Plover. — One shot by C S. Ham- 
mond on 9th. 

12. ^^gialitis semipalmata. Semipalmated Plover. — Common. 

13. Numenius hudsonicus. Hudsonian Curlew. — One shot by C. 
S. Hammond on 8th. 

14. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs. — One on the 9th. 

15. TotanuB flavipes. Lesser Yellow-legs. — Common. 

16. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. — Rather common. 

17. Bartramia longicauda. Bartrami an Sandpiper. — One heard. 

18. EreunetCB pusillus. Semipalmated Sandpiper. — ^Very common. 

19. Ereunetes occidentalis. Western Sandpiper. — Rare. Three shot. 
One on the 9th and two on the 12th. 

20. Calidris arenaria. Sanderi.ing. — Rare. One taken. 

21. Tringa minutilla. Least Sandpiper. — Common. 

22. Tringa maculata. Pectoral Sandpiper. — Rare. 

23. Tringa bairdii. Baird's Sandpiper. — One shot on 14th, 6th record. 

24. Tringa fusicollis. White-rumped Sandpiper. — Rare. Three 
taken, 9th to i6th. 

25. GalUnago delicata. Wilson's Snipe. — Rare. 

{To be continued.) 



GENERAL NOTES. 

Birds Observed at Point Judith, R. I., Novembers, 1901. — While making 
a visit of a few hours at the Point, the following birds were noted. 

Lams argentatus. Herring Gull. — A few were seen flying over the 
Point during the day coming from the northeast. The majority of them 
were birds in young plumage. 

Nyroca affinis. Lesser Scaup Duck. — Several were noted at the 
southern end of Point Judith Pond. 

Fulica americana. Coot. — I was informed by Capt. H. M. Knowles, 
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U. S. Life Saving Service that the Mud Hens arrived the latter part of 
Sept. and were about the same in number as last year. The southern end 
of the pond was fairly alive with them. I counted 861 and no doubt there 
were many more which could not be seen as some were feeding on the 
shore of the pond. 

Calidris arenaria. Sanderling. — A flock of eight were flushed from 
among the rocks on the cast shore and were the only shore birds noted. 

Stumella magna. Meadow Lark. — Six birds of this species were 
started up from the pastures. They arc not as plenty as they were last 
year when twenty of thirty were found in a few hours. 

Otocorys alpestris. Horned Lark. — Very abundant along shore feed- 
ing amongst the seaweed. Several flocks of thirty or forty were seen. 

Circus hudsonicus. Marsh Hawk. — A fine adult was "mousing," 
over the meadows it being rather a late date for it. 

Plectrophcnax nivalis. Snowflake. — Associated with the flocks of 
Horned Larks were large numbers of the Snowflakes, who were as uneasy 
as ever. 

Passerculus princeps. Ipswich Sparrow. — Three birds were seen 
back of the sandbank between the beach and pond. 

Passerculus s. savanna or labradorius. Savanna Sparrow. — Two 
birds of this species were feeding in the grass and flew into the cat-tails 
when flushed. 

Melospiza c. melodia. Song Sparrow. — Several were noted on the 
edge of the ponds. 

Melospiza georgiana. Swamp Sparrow. — One solitary individual 
was seen. 

Anthus pennsilvanicus. American Pipit. — A flock of about forty birds 
were feeding in the fields north of the Point and on my approach they 
flew on to the rail fence along the road. They were staying unusually late. 

Cistothorus palustris. Long-billed Marsh Wren. — One was scold- 
ing in the "cat-tails." No doubt but it was wintering. 
South Auburn, Dec 18, 1901. Harry S. Hathaway. 

Three Notes. — On September 16, 1901, I took a Stilt Sandpiper {Micro- 
palama kimantopu$) at Middletown. This is the latest date I know of for 
Rhode Island. On the 17th I also saw a Nashville Warbler {Helmitko- 
pkila rubricapilla), a later date than I have before gotten for the State, 
though not late at all in reality for the species in New England. On 
Sept. 17 I also took a Baird's Sandpiper \Tringa bairdii). 8th record. 
Long wood, Mass. Editor. 

The Leach's Petrel taken at Providence. — I made one of the sailing 
party that captured the first R. I. Leach's Petrel, June 9, 1889. And now, 
singularly and fortunately, I am the recipient of the third capture, taken 
under singular circumstances. On Sunday, Oct. 6, the gale that swept 
Cape Cod was decidedly in evidence with us. On Tuesday, the 8th, Police 
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Sargent, Joseph A. Prout, picked up from the sidewalk on Potter's Ave. 
Providence, a bird that the combined wisdom of Station I could not name, 
and it was brought to me, just barely alive, a fine specimen of a male 
Leach*8 Petrel, taken a mile from any salt water, and two or three miles 
from any open and considerable area, twenty miles from where we would 
anticipate finding them. This is about the first matter of any consequence 
to which I seemed to have any prior right to mention. 
Providence, Dec. i8, 1901. James M. Southwick. 

Notes on the Water and Shore Birds about Middletown, Autumn of 
1901. — The following birds have been observed on the marshes about 
Newport and Jamestown from Aug. 7 to Sept. 18, 1901 : Gallinag^o delicaia, 
Macrorrkampkus griseus (about 20 seen and i shot (Aug. 12), 2 seen Aug. 
16), Micropalama kimantofus (4 shot Aug. 14, quite common), Tring-a 
canutus (saw gunner with two about Aug. 17), Tringa maculata^ Tringa 
fuscicollis (quite common on marshes this summer), Tringa hairdii (i shot 
Sept. 14, 7th record), Tringa minutilloy Breuneies pusillus^ Brtunetes 
occidentalis (several seen or shot in Aug.; quite common), Calidris 
areneria, Limosa katmastica ? (7 seen Sept. 19), Totanus melanoleucus, 
Totanus flavifei^ Totanus solitarius ( i shot Aug. 14), Symfkemia semi- 
falmata (several have been seen this year), Bartramia longicauda (com- 
mon in Aug.), Actitis macularia^ Numenius kudsonicuSy Squatarola 
squataroloy Ckaradrivs dominicns (fairly numerous in middle Sept., shot 
2, 1 Sept. 19, I Sept. 24), yEgialitis vocifera (i shot by market gunner 
about Aug. 27), ^gialitis semipalmatat ^gialitis meloda (^), Arenaria 
interpreSy Porxana carolinay Botaurus lentiginosuSy Ardetta exilis (i seen 
Sept. 14 Easton^s pond, there is little doubt of identification), Ardea 
kerodiasy Butorides virescens, Nycticorax n. nctviusy Anas obscuroy 
^uerquedula di$cors. 
Newport, R. I. Le Rot Kino. 

A Correction. — On Nov. 19, 1901, a young ? Bald Eagle was shot in 
Little Compton, R. I., by Richard E. Bullock. 

Certain facts in this connection induced me to investigate the recent 
records of the Golden Eagle in southeastern Rhode Island. One specimen, 
reported in *Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology*, Vol. II, p. 7, — "Another 
Golden Eagle in Rhode Island " (Tiverton, Nov. 10, 1900), I found to be 
a Bald Eagle. While my name does not appear against this record, I 
consider myself morally responsible for the error, as I had the opportunity 
of examining the bird, and so I take this means of correcting the record. 
. The other record for which I am responsible "Birds of Rhode Island," 
page 58, (Little Compton, Dec. 13-15, 1898), I found to be correct. The 
bird is now in possession of Chas. S. Pierce of Somerset, Mass., and is a 
fine adult $ . 

Fall River, Dec. 3, 1901. Owen Durfbb. 
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A LIST OF THE BIRDS OBSERVED AT MIDDLETOWN, 
R. I., BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 6 AND 16, 1901. 

BY FRANCIS G. AND MAURICE C. BLAKE. 
(Concluded.) 

20. Philohela minor. American Woodcock. — One on 15th. 

37. Ardea herodias. Great Blub Heron. — Common. 

38. Nycticorax n. nsevius. Black-crowned Night Heron. — Com- 
mon. 

29. Butorides virescens. Green Heron. — Uncommon. 

30. Botaurus lentiginosus. American Bittern. — One shot on 9th. 

31. Querquedula discors. Blue-winged Teal. — Not uncommon. 
One shot. 

32. GBdemia deglandi. White-winged Scoter. — Rare. 

33. Circus hudsonius. — One seen on 12th. 

34. Buteo lineatus. Red-shouldered Hawk. — One on 6th. 

35. Palco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk. — Uncommon. 

36. Pandion h. carolinensis. American Osprey; — Rare. 

37. Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. — Common. 

38. Chordeiles virginianus. Night Hawk. — Two observed. 

39. Ch«tura pelag^ca. Chimney Swift. — Common. 

40. TrochiluB colubris. Ruby-throated Hummingbird. — Common. 

41. Colaptes a. luteus. Northern Flicker. — Common. 

42. Dryobates p. medianus. Northern Downy Woodpecker. — One 
on 6th. 

43. Horizopus virens. Wood Pewee. — Rare. 

44 . Sayomis phoebe. Phcebe. — Rare. 

45. Tyrannus tyrannus. Kingbird. — Common. 

46. Tachycineta bicolor. White-bellied Swallow. — Abundant. 
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47. Hirundo erythrogastra. Barn Swallow. — Common. 

48. Progne subis. Purple Martin. — One flock seen. 

49. Ampelis cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing. — Common. 

50. Vireo gilvus. Warbling Vireo. — Common. 

51. Corvus americanus. American Crow. — Common. 

52. Parus atricapillus. Chickadee. — Rather common. 

53. Cistothorus palustris. Long-billed Marsh Wren. — Common. 

54. Qaleoscoptes carolinensis. Catbird. — Common. 

55. Merula migratoria. — American Robin. — Very common. 

56. Icteria virens. Yellow-breasted Chat(?). — One on 15th. 

57. Qeothlypis t. brachidactyla. Maryland Yellowthroat.— Rare. 

58. Icterus galbula. Baltimore Oriole. — Rather common. 

59. Stumella magna. Meadowlark. — Common. 

60. Agelseus phoeniceus. Red-winged Blackbird. — Common. 

61. Dolichonyx oryzivonis. Bobolink. — Two seen. 

62. Melospiza melodia. Song Sparrow. — Common. 

63. Spizella socialis. Chipping Sparrow. — Rare. 

64. Ammodramus caudacutus. Sharp-tailed Sparrow. — Common. 

65. Passerculus s. savanna. Savanna Sparrow. — Common. 

66. Pocecetes gramineus. Vesper Sparrow. — One on 8th. 

67. Passer domesticus. English Sparrow. — Common. 

68. Astragalinus tristis. American Goldfinch. — Common. 

69. Carpodacus purpureus. Purple Finch. — One on 14th. 



A LIST OF THE BIRDS OBSERVED ON THE 

ISLAND OF RHODE ISLAND AND THE 

ADJACENT WATERS. 

BY LOUIS DI ZEREGA MEARNS. 

Our observations embrace the period extending from February, 
1899, to April, 1902, my father's notes being included with my 
own in the present list. I have published several short papers on the 
birds of this locality in * Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology ' ; and 
reports of migrations have been sent quite regularly to the Division 
of the Biological Survey, U. S. Department of Agriculture. The 
present paper is the summing up of the accumulated data respect- 
ing the avifauna of the Island of Rhode Island, and adjacent 
waters, exclusive of iSa^ published records of other observers. 
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1. Colymbus holboellii. Holb(£LL Grebe. — A tolerably common 
winter visitor. A bird that had recently been shot, was found on Second 
Beach, May 2, 1899. Many others washed ashore at earlier dates. The 
foot of a specimen (No. 118 of my collection) found -dead on the beach at 
Brenton's Cove, Narragansett Bay, January 21, 1900, agrees with the 
measurements of the Crested Grebe given in Coues* "Key to North Ameri- 
can Birds," 1872, page 336. My specimen measures: tarsus, 61 mm.; 
middle toe with claw, 73 (tarsus equals middle toe without claw). 

2. Colymbus auritus. Horned Grebe. — A common winter resident. 
Some seen in May were in breeding plumage. 

3. Gavia imber. Loon. — An abundant winter resident. 

4. Gavia lumme. Red-throated Loon. — An uncommon winter 
visitor. 

5. UrialoipvisL BrDnnich Murre. — Probably a regular winter visi- 
tor. 

6. Alca torda. Razor-billed Auk. — A rare winter visitant. An 
immature specimen from Newport, mounted by Mr. Clarke, in December, 
1899, is in the Smith Collection of Rhode Island birds at the Museum of 
Natural History in Roger Williams Park, Providence, R. I. Adult and 
immature birds, also taken off Newport, were mounted by Mr. Clarke, in 
December, 1901. 

7. AUe alle. Dovbkib. — A rare winter visitor. One was taken off 
Newport, in December, 1899. 

8. Rissa trydactyla. Kittiwake. — A tolerably common winter visi- 
tant off the coast ; occasionally seen on Narragansett Bay, and surprisingly 
tame. 

9. Larus glaucus. Glaucous Gull. — Two, adult and young, spent 
the day of March 10, 1900, in a cove at the Life-Saving Station. The im- 
mature bird appeared to be entirely white. In December, 1901, Mr. 
Clarke mounted one that was taken off Newport. It was in the plumage 
described by Richardson as Lams kutckinsi. This is the first authentic 
record for the State. 

10. Lams marinus. Great Black-backed Gull. — A rather rare 
winter resident. Single birds have remained for long periods about Goat 
and Coaster's Harbor islands ; but the species is rare in Narragansett Bay. 

11. Lams argentatus. Herring Gull. — An abundant winter resident. 
August 4 to June 12. In the fall of 1899 a young one was seen August 
4 ; no others until September 4, when several young birds appeared ; 
the first adult was seen September 11 ; and both ^oung and adult birds 
were abundant September 12. In 1900, two young and six adults were 
seen August 31 ; about forty adults September 8 ; and about 200, mostly 
adult, September 25. In 1901, one adult and four young appeared 
September 13. In the spring of 1899, the last flock of Herring Gulls was 
noted May 6. In 1900, twelve were seen with the Common Terns feeding 
about the fish-traps in Sakonnet River, east of Third Beach, June 12 ; 
and Mr. Philip Peckham, Jr., saw one there a few days later. On May 
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23, 1900, a fishing vessel loaded with scup (porgies) sank in Narraganseti 
Bay near Fort Adams. A flock of thirty Herring Gulls at once appeared 
and began feeding on the fish. The largest number noted was about 
3O0O gulls, following a garbage scow on February 13, 1902. 

13. Lama delawarensia. Rino-billbd Gull. — A rather rare winter 
visitor. November 5 (1899) to April (1899). Common November 5 to 
i5i i^99> Several were seen in April, 1899. Six, December i, 1900, 
April 3, 1903, a flock of twelve seen at Ft. Adams. 

13. Lams Philadelphia. Bonaparte Gull. — A rather rare winter 
visitor, usually appearing in flocks. 

14. Sterna hirundo. Common Tern. — A common summer resident, 
breeding on rocks off the coast and in Narragansett Bay. In the fall of 
1899, it became scarce September 14 ; one seen September 29 ; several 
adults October 6. In 1900, it was abundant from September 21 to 26; 
flock of fifteen, September 29; twenty, September 30; and two, October 2. 
The young become strong enough to fly to the mainland early in August. 
The largest number of adults seen in a day was estimated at 250 ; and 
twice as many were seen after the young had joined the flocks. Their 
peculiar cry became familiar ; and they were usually present about the 
fish-traps, often perching on the stakes. The young are usually seen 
resting on rocks near the shore, attended by their parents. A fishing 
boat drove all the young Terns ashore from Seal Rock, July 26, 1901. 
Their heads were fluffy in front, beginning to get black on hinder part 
of crown. 

Note. — Two small Terns, possibly Sterna paradistea^ were feeding in 
Brenton's Cove, Narragansett Bay, R. I., November 15, 1900. 

15. Hydrochelidon nigra aurinamenaia. Black Tern. — One was 
seen on Narragansett Bay, September 18, 1900. 

16. Phalacrocorax carbo. Common Cormorant. — Tolerably common 
winter resident off the coast. Seen in Narragansett Bay, December 2, 24, 
and 26, 1899. 

17. Phalacrocorax auritua. Double-crested Cormorant. -^ A 
common spring and fall migrant on Narragansett Bay. 

18. Merganaer americanua. American Merganser. — A winter visi- 
tant to Narragansett Bay and fresh-water ponds. February 20 to May 2. 

18. Merganaer aerrator. Red-brbasted Merganser. — An abundant 
winter resident. 

20. Lophodytea cucullatua. Hooded Merganser. — A rare visitor. 
Two were taken at marshes near Second Beach, in October, 1899; 
another in Easton*s Pond ; all mounted by Mr. Clarke. 

21. Anas obacura. Black Duck. — A common resident. 

22. Nettion carolinenae. Green-winged Teal. — One adult male 
seen December 30, 1899. 

23. Querquedula diacora. Blue-winged Teal. — A rare spring and 
fall migrant. 

24. Spatula clypeata. Shoveller. — Mr. L. M. Linfield killed several 
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of these ducks on Easton's Pond a year or two ago. Mr. Charles B. Clarke 
sajrs that he never saw them here but once, when one was shot on Narra- 
gansett Bay, several years ago. 

35. Dafila acuta. Pintail. — One that was killed in the vicinity of 
Newport was mounted by Mr. Clarke in the autumn of 1901. 

a6. Nyroca americana. Redhead. — A common winter visitor. Fre- 
quently seen during December, 1899. Several old males seen February 3, 
1900. Two adult males taken at Easton's Pond in October, 1899, were 
mounted by Mr. Clarke. 

37. Nyroca vallisneria. Canvas-back. — Several seen on November 
16, 1899. 

38. Njrroca marila. American Scaup Duck. — A common winter 
resident. An immature male (No. 117 of my collection) shot January 13, 
1900, was beginning to acquire the adult plumage. 

29. Clangula clangula americana. American Golden-eye. — A tol- 
erably common winter visitor. 

30. Charitonetta albeola. Bupfle-head. — Abundant on Narragansett 
Bay during migrations, and occasional in winter. February 30 (1899) to 
April (1899). Shot on Easton's Pond in the fall of 1899. 

31. Harelda hyemalia. Old-sc^jaw. — An abundant winter resident 
off the coast and in Narragansett Bay. 

33. Somateria dresseri. American Eider. — Usually abundant off the 
coast in winter. A few years ago thousands of these Ducks frequented 
Narragansett Bay; but we saw none of them until the blizzards of Febru- 
ary, 1903, when large flocks came into the Bay at Fort Adams. Many 
have been killed on the ocean and East River during the past three 
winters. 

33. (Sdemia americana. American Scoter. — A common winter resi- 
dent. Abundant off the coast ; usually uncommon in Narragansett Bay. 

34. (Bdemia deglandL White-winged Scoter. — An abundant win- 
ter resident. Large flocks feed throughout the winter on Narragansett 
Bay ; also abundant off shore. 

35. (Bdemia perspiciUaU.. Surf Scoter. — A common winter resi- 
dent to June 10, (1900). This species was still plentiful April 35, 1899. 
In 1900, 3 were seen April 35 ; a flock of five was feeding in the surf off 
Purgatory Rock, June 3 ; and three were seen September 18; eight, 
September 19 and 30 ; and five September 35. Common off the coast 
and in Narragansett Bay. 

36. Briamatura jamaicenaia. Ruddy Duck. — A fairly common spring 
and fall migrrant at Easton's Pond. 

37. Branta canadensis. Canada Goose. — Common during spring 
and fall migrations ; occasional in winter. 

38. Branta bemicla. Brant. — A rare migrant. Eleven seen April 38, 
1900 ; forty seen, and one shot, March 34, 1903. 

39. Bouurus lentiginosus. American Bittern. — A rare migrant, 
perhaps resident in summer. 
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40. Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron. — A rare resident. One 
was shot near Goose Neck, November 16, 1901, by Captain Gustaf Sodcr- 
man. 

41. Butorides virescens. Green Heron. — A common summer resi- 
dent. Near Brenton*s Point a nest was found in a swamp maple, 20 feel 
above the ground, in 1899. An old nest was found in a red juniper at 
Hanging Rock, Middletown township, June 2, 1900. 

42. Nycticorax nycticorax nsevius. Black-crowned Night Heron. 
— Resident. Rare in winter. It breeds on the mainland and on Prudence 
Island. It has been occasionally observed here in winter. 

43. Porzana Carolina. Sora. — Occasionally observed during summer 
and autumn. Mr. Clarke mounted a specimen during November, 1899. 

44. Gallinula galeata. Florida Gallinule. — A specimen taken at 
Newport in the autumn of 1901 was mounted by Mr. Clarke. 

45. Pulica americana. American Coot. — Usually uncommon ; but 
large flocks are sometimes found on the fresh-water ponds of the Island, 
remaining as late in the autumn as the water is unfrozen. 

46. Phalaropus lobatus. Northern Phalarope. — One flock of about 
20 seen floating on Narragansett Bay, near Castle Hill Point, September 
20, 1899. 

47. Philohela minor. American Woodcock. — Formerly a common 
summer resident, but now rare ; probably bred at Peat Pond, Newport, R. 
I., in 1900, as one was seen there June 7, and fresh drillings throughout 
the month. 

48. Gallinago delicata. Wilson Snipe. — A common spring and fall 
migrant. One was flushed from a heap of seaweed on bare rocks at the 
edge of the sea, an unusual place for it, on September 25, 1900. 

49. Macrorhamphus griseus. Dowitcher. — Rare. 

50. Micropalama himantopus. Stilt Sandpiper. — Rare. 

51. Tringa maritima. Purple Sandpiper. — Mr. Clarke mounted a 
specimen, obtained at Sachuest Point. 

52. Tringa maculata. Pectoral Sandpiper. — One October 8, 1900. 

53. Tringa minutilla. Least Sandpiper. — A rather rare migrant. 

54. Ereunetes pusillus. Sbmipalmated Sandpiper. — An abundant 
fall migrant. May 26, 1900. 

55. Calidris arenaria. Sanderling. — A common fall migrant. 

56. Limosa hsemastica. Hudsonian Godwit. — One, August 7, 1899. 

57. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs- — A common 
migrant. A mated pair was seen on a fresh-water pond on a marsh near 
Goose Neck, May 23 and 26, 1900. On June 12, 1900, one recently dead 
bird was found on Third Beach. 

58. Totanus flavipes. Lesser Yellow-legs. — A common fall mi- 
grant. 

59. Helodromas solitarius. Solitary Sandpiper. — One seen about 
a little pond near Fort Adams, in August, 1899. 

60. Tryngites subruficollis. Buff-breasted Sandpiper. — I shot a 
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fine male on a lawn near Castle Hill, September 15, 1900. It was moder- 
ately fat. Iris brown ; bill plumbeous, dusky at tip ; bare portion of 
tibia, and feet, greenish gray ; claws brownish-black. 

61. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. — A summer resident; 
breeds commonly. 

62. Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew. — Several alighted 
in fields near Brenton's Point, during July, 1901. 

63. Numenius hudsonicus Hudsonian Curlew. — An adult was taken, 
near Newport in 1899. 

64. Squatarola squatarola. Black-bellied Plover. ^ Three Septem- 
ber 9, 1900. 

65. Charadrius dominicus. Golden Plover. — A migrant. 

66. ^gialitis vocifera. Kildeer. — An occasional visitor. March 4, 
31, and 28, 1900. One was seen by Doctor Edgar A. Mearns at Fort 
Adams, R. I., during the week that ended January 3, 1901. One heard 
March 24, 1902. 

67. ^gialitis semipalmata. Sbmipalmated Plover. — A common 
fall migrant. 

68. Arenaria interpres. — An abundant fall migrant. Local name 
** Stone Plover." July 26 to October 8. As a rule they are quite tame, and 
feed regularly beside the Ocean Drive, .on which carriages continually 
pass. On September 14, 1901, thirteen were feeding on the driveway. 
Three of them, frightened by passing vehicles, flew to a wall on which 
we were seated, alighting within a few feet of us in total disregard of our 
presence. We watched them preening, until they all lay down to rest 
beneath some roadside weeds. 

69. Colinus virginianus. Bob-white. — Colonel Powel, Mr. Perry 
Belmont, and Lieutenant Greble liberated a large number of Bob-whites 
from the Carolinas a few years ago, when the original native stock had 
been almost extirpated. The species is now quite abundant in Newport 
and Middletown townships, of course breeding and resident throughout 
the year. Its whistled ^^ Bob -white " is heard through July. In winter the 
note is different. A flock of at least twenty, when driven to a brushy 
point of cliff beside a marsh at Hanging Rock, December 28, 1901, uttered 
a soft call, which, repeated by many birds at once, produced a sweet 
monotonous song until all took to flight, following each other a few at a 
time, all going in the same direction. 

70. Zenaiduia macroura. Mourning Dove. — Rare. One was seen on 
the shore of Narragansett Bay near the Lime Rocks late in the autumn of 
1899. It was so gentle that a boy made several attempts to hit it with a 
atone; no others noted. 

71. Circus hudsonius. Marsh Hawk. — An uncommon resident 
Probably these birds are here throughout the seasons, though none have 
been seen later than October 3. 

72. Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. — Abundant during 
migrations; rare in winter. On October 30, 1899, one sat with a male 
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English Sparrow (specimen No. ii, 892) in its clutches, on a clothes-pole 
in our yard at Fort Adams. Another rested on a stake close to our 
windows, during a storm, February 13, 1902. In the fall of 1900, it was 
noted September 9, 15, 18, and October 8. In 1901, it was recorded on 
September 14 and 15. 

73. Accipiter cooperi. Cooper Hawk. — An uncommon fall migrant. 
One was shot October 1, 1899 ; one seen November 21, 1899. 

74. Buteo borealis. Red-tailed Hawk. — Very uncommon. One was 
seen, a Crow chasing it, on November 25, 1899. Another was killed near 
Fort Adams, several years ago, by Captain Wirt Robinson, U. S. A. 

75. Buteo lineatus. Red-shouldered Hawk. — One was seen, April 

4» 1900. 

76. Archibuteo lagopus aancti johannis. American Rouoh-lbgged 
Hawk. — A rare winter resident. Several have been shot in the vicinity 
of Fort Adams, where we observed a few each year. 

77. Palco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk. — A migrant and winter 
resident, most common in autumn. Several specimens were obtained. 
November 21, 1899, I made the following note: A month ago Pigeon 
Hawks were frequently seen. An immature female has spent several days 
in an apple orchard, near Fort Adams, except when foraging for English 
Sparrows in the neighboring corral. When hungry, it was alert and shy; 
when full of Sparrows, sluggish and readily approached. This individual 
was shot November 21. Its stomach contained three feet and many bones 
of Passer domesticus^ besides a body neatly picked. In the year 1900, 
Pigeon Hawks were noted on Jhe following dates : April 24, September 
20, October 11 and 21. 

78. Falco sparverius. American Sparrow Hawk. — One seen in the 
spring of 1899, one November 15, 1899, and one late in December, 1899. 

79. Pandion halisetus carolinensis. American Osprey. — A fairly 
common summer resident, but not found breeding on this Island, although 
it obtains fish-food from our ponds during the summer. 

80. Asio wilsonianus. American Long-eared Owl. — Rare. One 
was shot on February 20, 1900. Owl pellets, of species unknown but per- 
haps this, furnished us with many skulls and bones of Blarina and 
Microius, They were found in a swampy thicket. 

81. Asio accipitrinus. Short-eared Owl. — An uncommon winter 
resident. A specimen from Newport was mounted by Mr. Clarke, in 
September, 1899. One was seen at Fort Adams, December 20, 1901. 
Two were shot by Captain Gustaf Soderman, on a marsh near Goose 
Neck, November 20, 1901. Captain Wirt Robinson shot one on the pres» 
ent golf grounds a few years ago. 

82. Symium nebulosum. Barred Owl. — One, caught in Newport 
about January 20, 1902, is kept in captivity at Fort Adams. 

83. Megascops asio. Screech Owl. — A specimen, taken at Newport 
was mounted by Mr. Clarke, in January, 1900. 

(To be continued.) 
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A LIST OF THE BIRDS OBSERVED ON THE 

ISLAND OF RHODE ISLAND AND THE 

ADJACENT WATERS. 

BY LOUIS DI ZEREGA MEARNS. 

84. Bubo virginianus. Great Horned Owl. — One was seen in 
Middletown township, in May, 1900, by Mr. Philip Peckham, Jr., who 
also saw one on September 30, 1900. During the winter of 1899-1900, a 
pair remained near the Bonaparte House. 

85. Nyctea nyctea. Snowy Owl. — In a letter dated February 10, 1900, 
Captain Wirt Robinson, U. S. Army, writes ; "I shot a Snowy Owl in 
the little marshy valley of the creek that runs into the ocean at Goose 
Neck, on the south end of the Island of Rhode Island. Just above the 
stone crusher, near the Bonaparte House, I saw two Snowy Owls." I saw 
a mounted specimen that was killed on this Island by the grandfather of 
Forrest Buchanan, of Newport, many years ago. 

86. Coccyzus americanus. Yellow-billed Cuckoo. — Only obseived 
on the following dates : two July 6, two July 24, one August 2, 7, 8, 9, and 
one October 7, all in 1900. 

87. Coccyzus crythrophthalmus. Black-billed Cuckoo. — A com- 
mon summer resident. May 20 (1900) to September 16 (1899). Seen 
building a nest May 26, 1900 ; another nest, nearly finished, partly of sea- 
weed, June 9, 1900. 

88. Ceryle alcyon. Belted KiNciFisHER. — A fairly common resident ; 
breeds. April 4, 1900, to October 15 (1900). It fishes in both salt and 
fresh waters, nesting beside both. In 1899, a pair had a nest in a bank 
beside Narragansett Bay, near Fort Adams, R. I. These birds often fiew 
over our house, in passing from the nest to Brenton's Cove; but, on the 
following year, no Kingfishers came to the Cove during the breeding 
season or before July 15, after which they were constantly present. 

89. Sphyrapicus varius. Ykllow-bellied Sapsucker. — Old borings 
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on apple and other trees indicate the repeated presence of the Sapsucker ; 
but we have seen but two: one seen September 26, 1900; one female 
shot October 15, 1900 (No. 185 of my collection). 

90. Colaptes auratus luteus. Northern Flicker. — Resident through- 
out the year ; abundant during migrations ; common in summer ; uncom- 
mon in winter. Nests in apple, willow, maple, and pepperidge ; some- 
times in the city of Newport. First egg, May 20, 1900. In winter, it eats 
the waxy berries of the mjTtle. 

91. Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk. — Nighthawks were common 
September 4 to 14, 1899 ; none seen since. 



SPRING NOTES FROM RHODE ISLAND ON THE 
MIGRATION OF WATER-BIRDS. 

BY LEROY KING. 

The following is the result of my observations in Newport and 
in its vicinity from April 15 to May 25, 1902. 

Colymbus auritus. — Birds seen in Narragansett Bay on April 17 and 19. 

Qavia imber. — Continually seen migrating and on the water. About 
thirty birds were seen flying eastward over Sachuest Point, singly or in 
pairs on May 12, and others were noted flying over at Sakonnet Point on 
May 22. 

Gavia lumme. — I found an adult bird in full breeding plumage on a 
beach near Sakonnet Ft., on May 22. It had been shot and washed 
ashore, evidently a few days previously. 

Larus argentatus. — Common. A flock of about 150 birds was seen on 
Cormorant Rock on May 22. 

Larus Philadelphia. — I took a pair of these birds on Cormorant Rock 
on May 22. They were in immature plumage. No others seen. 

Sterna hirundo. — Large flock seen on May 20. Common at Cormorant 
Rock, May 22. 

Phalacrocorax carbo. — Six seen on May 15 at Jamestown. 

Phalacrocorax auritus. — Two on May 22 at Cormorant Rock. 

Merganser serrator. — Common in Narragansett Bay on April 19. 

Anas obscura rubripes. — Seen in Narragansett bay on April 17, and one 
bird flushed from Cormorant Rock on May 22. 

Clangula c. americana. — Two birds on April 19 at Bonnet Point, 
Narratfanselt Bay. 

Harelda hyemalis. — Common near Wickford on April 17. 

Oidemia americana. — Rare in the bay ; observed on April 19. 

CEdemia deglandi. — A few seen on April 19. while at Sakonnet Point 
on Ma\ 21-22, 1 sdw flocks of birds which I supposed were of this species. 
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CEdemia perapicillata. — The most common of the scoters. Seen at 
Cormorant Rock on May 21. 

Branta canadensis. — One shot at Easton*s pond by local gunners on 
April 27. I saw a flock of about fifteen birds flying north on May 7. 

Butorides virescens. — Two on May 15 at Jamestown. 

Rallus virginianus. — One was shot on May 15 at the Sachuest marsh 
by a market gunner named Hammond. 

Gallinago delicata. — One brought to the market on May 6; others 
reported seen. 

Tringa maculata. — A bird was shot by C. B. Clarke, a local taxider- 
mist, on or about April 25. 

Tringa minutilla. — Common, first observed on May 8. A big flight 
occurred on May 15 at Jamestown, over 25 large flocks being seen. This 
species was common at Sakonnet on May 22. 

Ereunetes pusillus. — Eight on May 22 at Sakonnet. Two specimens 
taken. 

Calidris arenaria. — Five birds in summer plumage were seen on the 
Second Beach, Middletown on May 20. 

T ulaaus melanoleucus. — Very common from about April 25 to May 20. 
One could hardly go to the marshes and beaches without seeing or hear- 
ing this species. Owing to absence of all law against spring shooting 
a number of these birds were shot for the market. It is much to be 
lamented that this spring slaughter cannot be prevented. The shooting 
was nearly entirely on the Middletown marshes, scarcely any birds hav- 
ing been shot at Sakonnet as far as I could learn. Height of migration 
May 8 to 15. 

Totanus flavipes. — I am told by C B. Clarke, who is entirely trust- 
worthy, that a bird was shot about April 28 by a market gunner named 
Sprague. 

Helodromas solitarius (?). — One bird on May 20 which I am practi- 
cally certain was this species. 

Bartramia longicauda. — C B. Clarke told me he heard one whistling 
during the last week in April. 

Actitis macularia. — Common on rocky beaches and occasionally seen 
in ploughed fields. 

Numenius hudsonicus. — A bird was shot, by a local gunner, on the 
third beach, Middletown, on April 27. 

Squatarola squatarola. — Black-breasts have been quite numerous this 
spring. Two were shot on May 15 at Middletown and several others 
seen. There was quite a flight on May 20, several large flocks being 
observed, and five shot by a market gunner. Three of these, which I 
bought and preserved, showed different stages of plumage, a male being 
in full breeding dress, in a female the moult was half completed, while a 
second female showed scarcely any black feathers on the breast. 

I observed several birds at Sakonnet on Mav 22. 

^gialitis semipalmata. — I flushed one bird from the rocky beach at 
Jamestown, on May 15. 
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Agialitis meloda. — A local gunner named Hammond killed a bird at 
Middletown, on May 15. 

Arenaria interpres. — I shot a fine male on the second beach, Middle- 
town, on May 20, and heard of three others being shot a day or two pre- 
viously. 

GENERAL NOTES. 

The Tern Colony at Gull Rock. — This spring I first saw Terns (Sterna 
kirundo), on May 20th, although they arrive in Rhode Island before that 
date. On the 22nd they were common at Cormorant Rock, and I 
observed large numbers flying about Gull Rock, which lies a few hundred 
yards off the Newport Cliffs not far from Rough Point. On June 12th 
I visited this locality and found the Terns breeding there in abundance. 
Gull Rock is of much the same formation as Cormorant Rock, but is 
somewhat more extensive and, as from its less exposed situation, it is 
rarely, completely swept by the sea, one finds a few weeds and grasses 
growing on the higher parts. 

As we approached the rock a great many Terns rose from it, and 
hovered over our heads. They were principally Common Terns (S, 
kirundo), although I noticed a few Roseates (S. dougalli). Another bird 
was flying near which seemed to be one of the Shearwaters, possibly 
Puffinus borealis. We landed on the rock and found many eggs. I 
counted over ninety nests averaging two to three eggs apiece, although I 
found two nests with four eggs and one with five. The birds themselves 
were very tame and had evidently been little disturbed. 

Later in the day we went over to Cormorant Rock and found perhaps 
one hundred Terns breeding there. The Gull Rock colony is much 
larger, numbering at least one hundred and twenty-five pairs, as I did not 
count nearly all the nests. This locality seems to be one of the chief 
nesting place of the Terns in Rhode Island. 
Newport, June 14. LeRoy King. 



LETTERS. 

Museum of Natural History, Roger Williams Park. 

Providence, R. L, 7 June, 1902. 
Mr. Reginald Hbber Howe, Junior, Editor. 

Dear Sir: — 1 am very happy to be able to send you notice that Mr. 
LeRoy King has recently donated to this Museum, his Catkartes aura^ 
the one taken June 20, 1893, at Brenton's Point, also his Lanius ludovici- 
anus excubitorides [migrans]^ the young female, taken at Middletown, 
Aug. 29, 1898. 

Yours very truly, 

James M. Southwick. 
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With this issue of " Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology " the 
publication will cease as has already been announced. The paper 
has lived its appointed life of three years, spanning the time from 
the publication of "The Birds of Rhode Island" in 1899 to the 
prospected Supplement's appearance to that work the coming 
year. That " Notes " has accomplished a purpose is attested by 
its forty-eight pages of items of real interest to Rhode Island 
and even Atlantic coast ornithologists. The hearty thanks of the 
editor is extended to all those who have helped in making " Notes " 
2L useful medium, and he trusts a success. 

The manuscript of the Supplement is now well under way and 
Its issue during the coming spring practically assured. Those 
interested in the completeness of the proposed additions ask 
earnestly that all records, corrections and data be submitted with- 
out delay to the Editor of this paper. 

Address all further communications to Reginald Heber Howe, 
Junior, Middlesex School y Concord^ Massachusetts, 

A LIST OF THE BIRDS OBSERVED ON THE 

ISLAND OF RHODE ISLAND AND THE 

ADJACENT WATERS. 

BY LOUIS DI ZEREGA MEARNS. 

(Continued from Vol. Ill, No. 3. July, 1902.J 

92. Chstura pelagica. Chimney Swift. — A common summer resi- 
dent ; breeds. May 15 (1900) to August 28 (1900). It breeds in chimneys 
at Fort Adams, in the city of Newport, and in most country houses on 
the island of Rhode Island. 
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93. Trochilus colubris. Ruby-throated Hummingbird. — Common 
summer resident. May to September, 1899. June 2 to August 31, 1900. 

94. Tyrannus tyrannus. Kingbird. — A fairly common summer resi- 
dent ; breeds. May 17 (1899) to September 12, 1899). 

95. Sayornis phoebe. Phcebe. — Two were seen on April 15, one 
September 26, and one September 30, all in 1900. 

96. Horizopus virens. Wood Pewee. — An uncommon summer resi- 
dent ; breeds. May 21 to August 2, 1900. 

97. Empidonax minimus. Least Flycatcher. — A rare summer resi- 
dent; breeds. May i, 1899; two seen May 21, 1900. 

98. Otocorys alpestris. Horned Lark. — Common winter resident. 
October 29(1900) to April 8 (1900). 

99. Cyanocitta cristata. Blue Jay. — From July to October, 1901 , sev- 
eral flocks visited Newport and other wooded parts of the island. 

100. Corvus americanus. American Crow. — A common resident; 
breeds ; most abundant in winter and early spring. A pair nested in a 
maple swamp on Moorland Road, in 1899 and 1900. In 1899, the parents 
were brooding May 27th ; and the eggs were taken by boys May 20, 1900. 
A pair of Crows, probably those that bred, remained about this place 
throughout the year. On November 25, 1899, they were seen chasing a 
Red-tailed Hawk that was flying overhead. 

loi. Dolichonyx oryzivorus. Bobolink. — A common summer resi- 
dent; breeds. May 21 to September 13, 1900. One flock, in a cornfield, as 
late as September 13, 1901. The males precede the females, and sing on 
their arrival. Both sexes are abundant during the last week of May. 

102. Molothrus ater. Cowbird. — An abundant summer resident; 
breeds; first egg June 7, 1900; young on the wing as early as June i6 ; 
1900. April 7 (1900) to October 15 (1899). 

103. Agelaius phoeniceus. Red-winged Blackbird. — An abundant 
summer resident. March 20 (1899) to August 5 (1900). Four eggs in a 
tussock as early as May 26, 1900. Some young were on the wing June 18, 
1899, when other pairs were still breeding. The sexes were in separate 
flocks by July 26, 1901. 

104 Stumella magna. Meadowlark.— A common resident. Breeds. 
Local name "Marsh Quail." In winter it roosts in marshes where it is 
sometimes covered by falling snow. At that season its coloration makes 
it very diflScult to distinguish in the dry grass. It was heard singing 
throughout the year, excepting the months of December and January. 
On December 3, 1901, a pair continued feeding on a weedy lawn near my 
window throughout a driving rain-storm. It is gregarious except during 
the breeding season, after which families remain together through July. 
Six young were found in a nest as early as May 21, 1900. The New Eng- 
land Meadowlark is the largest of all the geographic forms of the species. 

105. Icterus .spurius. Orchard Oriole. — A rather uncommon sum- 
mer resident ; breeds. May 27 (1900) to autumn (1899). A pair bred in 
Peckham's apple-orchard, near Brenton's Point, in 1899. The male, a 
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bird of the second year, was singing beside the nest June i8. Several 
others were seen during the summer and autumn of 1899. ^^ ^9^0 and 
1901, Orchard Orioles bred more commonly about Fort Adams. Nests 
were seen in the Agassiz, Peckham, Greene, and Burden estates ; and 
young and old birds were frequently seen during July. One of the notes 
of the young suggests the call of a Totanus. 

106. Icterus galbula. Baltimore. — A fairly common summer resi- 
dent; breeds, May 17 (1899) to August 21 (i9cx>). One was seen in our 
yard quite late in the autumn of 1899, but the date was not noted. 

107. Scolecophagus carolinus. Rusty Grackle. — Noted on March 
27, April I, and April 10, 1899. Forty were seen April 4, 1900. Not seen 
in 1901. 

108. Quiscalus quisqula. Purple Grackle. — A common summer 
resident ; breeds, March 20 (1899) to August 22 (1900). Incubation com- 
menced as early as May 27, 1899; and young were on the wing June 25th. 
Flocks frequent the shores in July, during which month hundreds roost 
nightly in a swamp of soft maples near Brenton*s Point. 

109. Carpodacus purpureus. Purple Finch. — A rare summer resi- 
dent ; breeds. May 17 to August 8, 1899. 

no. Passer domesticus. House Sparrow. — A permanent resident; 
breeds. These birds flock to the few trees at Fort Adams, and prevent 
native birds from stopping. Like the house rat, it acts as a scavenger on 
the beaches, where it is found in the greatest number in winter. Many 
are eaten by Sharp-shinned and Pigeon Hawks. Breeding begins in May 
and June. 

111. Astragalinus tristis. American Goldfinch. — A common resi- 
dent; breeds. Like the Cedar Waxwing it is gregarious and a late breeder, 
remaining in singing flocks until late in June, when mating begins. In 
winter flocks of hundreds assemble. 

1 12. Spinas pinus. Pine Siskin. — Rare. Only one flock of four, seen 
November 23, 1899. 

113. Passerina nivalis. Snowflake. — A common winter resident. 
November 10 (1899) to March 20 (1900). 

114. PooBcetes gramineus. Vesper Sparrow. — A common summer 
resident ; breeds. April 6 (1900) to September 15 (1901). Sings from 
the beginning of May to the end of July. 

115. Passerculus princeps. Ipswich Sparrow. — A rare winter visitor, 
frequenting the sanddunes. One or two were seen on December 16, 1899. 

116. Passerculus sandwichensis savanna. Savannah Sparrow. — 
An abundant summer resident ; breeds. April 16 to October 23, 1900. 
In autumn it was especially abundant at the post garden, where at least 
two hundred were seen October 3. It begins to sing immediately upon 
its arrival in spring, and its song continues through July. Apparently 
the same pair returned two seasons (1899-1901) to the vicinity of my 
house, singing from the same stake on a rocky hilltop. Young were 
already flying on the Middletown marsh by June 16, 1900. One seen 
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there on December 28, 1900 may have been the subspecies labradorius 
described by Howe. 

117. Ammodramus maritimus. Seaside Sparrow. — In a letter dated 
February 10, 1900, Captain Wirt Robinson, U. S. A.» writes: "I shot 
Night Herons, Seaside Sparrows, etc., in the little marshy valley of the 
creek that runs into the ocean at Goose Neck, Rhode Island." 

118. Ammodramus caudacutus. Sharp-tailed Sparrow. — Uncom- 
mon. Fifteen were seen and five specimens secured on June i6, 1900, on 
the salt marshes near Third Beach, Middletown township, R. 1. One 
seen May 26, 1900. One seen October i, 1899. 

119. Zonotrichia albicollis. White-throated Sparrow. — Only 
observed in autumn. September 27 to November 24, 1899. 

120. Spizella monticola. Tree Sparrow. — A common winter resi- 
dent ; most abundant, however, during spring and fall migrations. 
November 7 (1899) to March 10 (1900). 

121. Spizella socialis. Chipping Sparrow. — An abundant summer 
resident ; breeds. April 20 to October 16, 1900. Young were flying as 
early as June 25, 1900. 

122. Spizella pusiUa. Field Sparrow. — One May 2, 1900; no others 
seen. 

123. Junco hyemalis. Slate-colored Junco. — A winter resident; 
abundant during spring and fall migrations. October 5 (1900) to May 7 
{1899). 

124. Melospiza cinerea melodia. Song Sparrow. — An abundant and 
permanent resident ; breeds. It sings from February to October, and, 
occasionally, during the rest of the year. Nests with eggs from early 
May to June 9. 

125. Melospiza georgiana. Swamp Sparrow. — Only observed on 
May II, 1900 (one) and during October. October i (1899) to October 13 
(1900). 

126. Pipilo erythrophthalmus. Towhee. — A rare spring and fall 
migrant ; not known to breed. One male May 9 and 10, 1900. Two, 
male and female, October 7, 1900 ; and one male October 10, 1900. 

127. Zamelodia ludoviciana. Rose-breasted Grosbeak. — One female 
was seen at Fort Adams, May 15, 1900. 

1 28. Piranga erythromelas. Scarlet Tanager. — Two males were 
seen at Fort Adams, May 15, 1900. 

129. Progne subis. Purple Martin. — Observed during the spring 
migration and on August 8, 1899, when a pair of adults were seen on a 
telegraph wire near Fort Adams. Mr. Peckham informed me that Purple 
Martins formerly bred on his farm near Brenton*s Point, but not during 
recent years. 

130. Petrochelidon lunifrons. Cliff Swallow. — A summer visitant ; 
not known to breed. May i, 1899. Two April 28, ten May 20, and two 
August 4, all in 1900. 

131. Hirundo erythrogastra. Barn Swallow. — An abundant summer 
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resident; breeds. April 20 (1900) to September 12 (1899). It often builds 
on cliffs, breeding abundantly by the last week of May.^ Mr. Charles B. 
Clarke mounted an immature albino individual, which he shot at Second 
Beach, in September, 1899. 

132. Tachycincta bicolor. Tree Swallow. — A spring visitant; not 
positively known to breed. April 8 (1900) to May 26 (1899). On the 
latter date a pair repeatedly settled on a stone wall in an old apple-orchard 
near Fort Adams. These may have had a nest. 

133. Clivicola riparia. Bank Swallow. — A summer resident. Sev- 
eral colonies breed on the island. May 15 to August 20, 1900. 

134. Ampelis cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing. — A summer resident; 
probably breeds; not seen in winter. March 28 (1902) to October 8 (1900). 

135. Lranius sp. ? — Shrike. — My father saw a Shrike at Fort Adams 
during the spring of 1899. The species could not be determined. 

136. Vireo olivaceus. Red-eyed Vireo. — A rather rare summer resi- 
dent; breeds May 14 to October 11, 1900. A nest contained one egg on 
June 24, 1900. 

137. Vireo gilvus. Warbling Vireo. — One May 23 and two Septem- 
ber 25, 1900 ; no others seen. 

138. Mniotilta varia. Black and White Warbler. — Rare in spring 
and fall. One female and eight males were seen May 9, 1900 ; also 
observed May 11 and 13, and October 7, 1900. 

139. Helminthophila sp. ? — A bird heard singing in a patch of 
skunk cabbage and American white hellebore, near Hanging Rock, June 
2, 1900, must have been either Helminthophila pinus or H, chrysoptera. 

140. Helminthophila nibricapilla. Nashville Warbler. — Rare in 
spring and fall. One was seen near Fort Adams, May 10, two May 14, 
and one September 10, all in 1900; no others observed. 

141. Gompsothlypis americana usnes. Northern Parula Warb- 
ler. — Only observed in spring and fall. Two, very heavy from fat, were 
seen in our yard October 7, 1899. One May 9 and two October 7, 1900. 

142. Dendroeca estiva. Yellow Warbler. — The most abundant 
warbler during summer ; breeds. May 9 to August 24, 1900. It prefers 
willow thickets, and sings from the time of its arrival until August. 

143. Dendioeca coronata. Myrtle Warbler. — A winter resident, 
but most abundant during the spring and fall migrations. September 25 
to May 10, 1900. 

144. Dendrceca pennsilvanica. Chestnut-sided Warbler. — Rare 
in spring. One male May ii and one female May 15, 1900; no others seen. 

145. Dendrceca striata. Black-poll Warbler. — An abundant spring 
and fall migrant. It prefers willow thickets, associating with Myrtle 
Warblers, and uttering a sharp " Chip?'* May 13 to 26 (1900) and Septem- 
ber 19 (1901) to October 13 (1900). The first female appeared May 15, 
1900, and the last males were seen May 26th. 

146. Dendroeca palmarum hjrpochrysea. Yellow Palm Warbler. — 
Only observed during the month of September. A female (No. 173 of 
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my collection) was taken on the beach at Fort Adams where another 
individual was seen the same day — September 15, 1900. Five were seen 
September 25 and one September 26, 1900. 

147. Dendroeca vigorsii. Pine Warbler. — Two September 15 and 
one October 11, 1900; no others seen. The young female (No. 183 of 
my collection) shot in a willow-tree near Fort Adams, October 11, 1900, 
has the iris hazel ; feet and claws brownish plumbeous ; bill dusky brown- 
ish above and at tip, horn color below. 

148. Siurus noveboracensis. Water-Thrush. — The following are 
my only records ; one, each, August 12 and 28, 1900. 

149. Geothlypis trichas brachidactyla. Northern Maryland Yel- 
low-throat. — A summer resident; breeds; most abundant during the 
spring and fall migrations. May 9 to October i» 1899. It sings from 
the time of its arrival until the end of July. 

150. Icteria virens. Yellow-breasted Chat. — An uncommon sum- 
mer resident ; breeds. May 23 to August 5, 1900. 

151. Wilsonia canadensis. Canadian Warbler. — One female and 
two males May 23, 1900; eight seen May 25, 1900. An adult male (No. 133 
of my collection) was killed by flying against a street lamp at Fort Adams, 
May 25, 1900. 

152. Setophaga ruticilla. American Redstart. — Two pairs, seen at 
Hanging Rock, June 2, 1900, are all that we have observed. 

153. Anthus pennsilvanicus. American Pipit. — Only seen on the 
rocky shore of Narragansett Bay, near Fort Adams, September 16, 18, and 
25, 1900. They were feeding on insects and small moths or butterflies, 
which were usually caught from the ground, but, sometimes, by jumping 
up for them. 

154. Galeoscoptes carolinensis. Catbird. — A common summer resi- 
dent ; breeds. April 17 to October 13, 1900. Near Fort Adams, a nest 
was being built May 26, 1899 ; another nest contained three eggs June 8, 
iQOO. In September and October it frequents grape thickets, and utters a 
loud clucking sound. 

155. Harporrhynchus rufus. Brown Thrasher. — An uncommon 
summer resident; sometimes breeds; abundant in autumn when it feeds 
on wild grapes. During the summer of 1900 none were seen after May 
27th. Some nested in 1899 and 1901. April 21 (1900) to October 13 (1900). 

156. Troglodytes aSdon. House Wren. — One remained in our garden 
from September 23 to October 7, 1899 ; no others seen. 

157. Albiorchilus hiemalis. Winter Wren. — Not uncommon from 
November 18 to 28, 1899 ; no others seen. 

158. Cistothorus palustris. Long-billed Marsh Wren. — An uncom- 
mon summer resident ; breeds at Almy Pond, where six birds were noted 
July 14, 1900. Eggs were collected there by Mr. Forrest E. Buchanan. 

159. Certhia familiaris americana. Brown Creeper. — One visited 
some trees in our yard April 4, 1900, and remained in the vicinity for 
several days thereafter. In 1899, it first appeared October 7th, and was 
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frequently seen during the remainder of the month. One October 16, 
and one October 22, 190a 

160. Sittm canadensis. Red-breasted Nuthatch. — One appeared 
October 4, 1S99, and remained in one spot, among some ornamental 
spruces, for several days. Only one other was seen on September 25, 
I9cx>. 

161. Pams atricapillus. Chicadee. — A rather uncommon resident; 
breeds ; most numerous in winter. 

162. Regains satrapa. Golden-crowned Kinglet. — An uncommon 
winter resident. September 25 (1900) to March 31 (1902). 

163. Hylocichla aliciae. Gray-cheeked Thrush. — One May 20, i9tx>; 
two October 7, 1899 ; two October 5, 1900; no others seen. 

164. Hylocichla nstalatns swainsonii Olia-e-backed Thrush. — Qne 
visited our garden, September 37, 1S99 ; no others seen. 

165. Hylocichla guttata pallasii. Hermit Thrush. — Only observed 
during the latter part of October, 1S99, when a number visited our garden 
at Fort Adams. 

166. Menila migratoria. American Robin. — A permanent resident, 
very abundant in summer, rare in winten breeds. In 1900, nests contained 
one egg April 17, one tgg April 30, four eggs June 7 ; and a pair began 
building a nest as late as June 21. Young were first seen flying May 26, 
1899, June 3, 1900. A young bird, taken August 7, 1S99, was beginning 
to acquire a few feathers of the adult plumage on back and scapulars. In 
July, Robins begin to assemble, and, at dusk of evening, large flocks are 
seen flying to their roosting places on the southwest corner of the island. 
In July, as many as twenty-seven Robins were counted in one field. 
When dusting and pluming themselves they were often observed to sit 
with their tails bent under them. In November, they begin feeding upon 
berries of the staghorn, sumach and red juniper which are their staples in 
winter. 

167. Sialia sialis. Bluebird. — Quite common from March 4 to 27, 
1899; one July 31, two August 4, and one September 18, in 1900; com- 
mon during October, 1901. 



GENERAL NOTES. 

Arrival Notes. — The following records antidate those in "The Birds 
of Rhode Island." 

Trochilus colubris Linn. Ruby-throated Hummingbird. — One seen 
in Middletown on May 3, 1902. 

Petrochelidon lunifrons (Say). Cliff Swallow. — One seen in Mid- 
dletown May 10, 1902. 

Arenaria interpres. Turnstone.— One seen on Sachuest Pt. May 14, 
1902. 
Middletown, R. I. E. Sturtevant. 
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Notes from Newport — Gavia imber, — One bird noted on Sept. 15 fly- 
ing over Brenton*s Point. 

Cepphus grylU. — I have in my possession a mounted bird which was 
shot by a fisherman off the Second Beach, Middletown, in February, 1900. 
It is in immature plumage. Sex not taken. I believe this is the fourth 
record for R. I. 

Hydrochelidon n. surinamensis. — Reported common in the early part 
of August. Frequently seen at Easton's Pond, Newport. 

Puffinus stricklandi. — I have just obtained a fine male bird from Mr. C. 
B. Clarke, a taxidermist. It was taken Mar. 28, 1902, near Pt. Judith. 

Phalacrocorax carbo. — I saw three birds on Cormorant Rock on Sept. 
15, 1902. 

Nettion carolinense, — Mr. Clarke tells me an adult male was shot at 
Lawton's Valley in March, 1902. 

Somateria spectabilis. — I took a young male at Cormorant Rock on 
Sept. IS, 1902. 

Chen hyperborea, — I have a bird taken on Sept. 3, 1876, at Easton's 
Pond by Mr. F. P. Sands, of Newport and a young specimen, shot at New- 
port on Sept. 19, 1902. 

Branta bernicla. — Mr. C. B. Clarke took a bird at Cormorant Rock on 
Mar. 24, 1902. 

Rallus elegans.— There is in my collection a specimen taken Mar. 14, 
1899, by Mr. Clarke. The bird was shot on the Middletown marshes and 
is a male. Mr. Clarke says he has taken two others. 

Tringa canutus, — Mr. Clarke shot two birds at Middletown, during 
July, 1902. 

Litnosa hcemastica. — Mr. W. A. Dring shot two specimens at Point 
Judith on Sept. 12, 1902. 

Sytnphemia semipalmaia, — A bird was taken at Sakonnet on July 2, 
1902. 

Tryngites subruficollis. — I have a fine male shot on Sept. 10, 1902, on 
the Middletown marshes by Mr. Clarke. 
Newport, Sept. 20. Lk Roy King. 

Destruction of Gavia imber (Gunn.) in Rhode Island. — The Island of 
Rhode Island is bounded on the east by the Seaconnett River along the 
shores of which fish traps are set on long poles driven in the bottom. 
These traps are connected with the shore by fences of net, called leaders, 
which are floated by corks and kept upright by sinkers, and of such a 
width that they extend from the surface to the bottom. Thus all the fish 
swimming up or down the river between the trap and shore are inter- 
cepted, and instinctively turn off shore, following the leader into the trap. 
Sometimes as many as five traps and leaders are connected in line, form- 
ing a barrier nearly a mile long. 

The loons that pass the summer in these waters are frequently caught 
like fish. One would naturally suppose that a bird thus trapped would 
fly over the nets and escape, but unfortunately loons are so heavy that 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology. 25 

they must flap some distance over the surface of the water before they can 
rise into the air, and then only at a small angle. Within the trap there 
is not space enough to permit of this, and the net that rises perhaps four 
feet from the surface at high tide forms an insurmountable barrier. 

On July 25, 1902, I rowed off to one of the outer traps from the Third 
Beach, to see what a man was firing at in the nets and it proved to be 
loons. Four splendid birds floated dead within the seine and two more 
were still alive, making a desperate struggle for life. They would stay 
under water until driven by suffocation to come to the surface and literally 
snatch a breath of air without showing their bodies, and diving again 
with so much rapidity that only a swirl of water told of their presence. 
This they did with such speed that the gunner could scarcely take aim at 
them. 

After I had gone ashore I heard several shots fired and could only con- 
clude that the two survivors had given up for want of air and exposed 
themselves to the muzzle of the gun. 

1 was told that ten had been caught in this way the day before and that 
only the white breasts were saved. 

What a pity that these beautiful harmless birds should not be afforded 
some protection by law before such wanton destruction finally causes 
their extermination. 
Middletown. E. Sturtevant. 



COMMUNICATION. 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 17, 1902. 
Mr. Reginald Heber Howe, Jr. 

Dear Sir: — On May 15, 1902, Mr. Angell took a set of four Blue- 
headed Vireo [( Vireo soUtarius )] eggs at West Greenwich, R. I. 

On May 21, 1902, he shot a ? Philadelphia Vireo [{V. pAiiadelpAia)] 
and a J Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, [(^Etnpidonax Jiaviveutris)'\ both birds 
being identified by kindness of Mr. William Brewster. 
Respectfully j'ours, 

Angell & Cash 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX TO VOLUME III 



AcciPiTER cooperii, 12. 

velox, II. 
Actitis macularia, 2, 4, 10, 15. 
^gialitis meloda, 4. 

semipalmata, 2, 4, 11, 15. 

vocifera, 2, 4, n. 
Agelaius phoeniceus, 6, i8. 
Albiorchilus hiemalis, 22. 
Alca tor da, 7. 
Alle alle, 7. 
Ammodramus caudacutus, 6, 20. 

maritimus, 20. 
Ampelis cedrorum, 6, 21. 
Anas obscura, 4, 8. 

obscura rubripes, 14. 
Anthus pennsilvanicus, 3, 22. 
Archibuteo lagopus sancti-johan- 

nis, 12. 
Ardea herodias, 4, 5, 10. 
Ardetta exilis, 4. 

Arenaria interpres, 2, 4, ii, 16, 23. 
Asio accipitrinus, 12. 

wilsonianus, 12. 
Astragalinus tristis 6, 19. 
Auk, Razor-billed, 7. 

Bartramia longicauda, 2, 4, 15. 

Bittern, American, 9. 

Blackbird, Red-winged, 6, 18. 

Bluebird, 23. 

Bobolink, 6, 18. 

Bobwhite, 2, 11. 

Botaurus lentiginosus, 4, 5, 9. 

Brant, 9. 

Branta bernicla, 9, 24. 

canadensis, 9, 15. 
Bubo virginianus, 13. 
Buffle-head, 9. 
Buteo borealis, 12. 

lineatus, 5, 12. 
Butorides virescens, 4, 5, 10, 15. 

Calidris arenaria, 2, 3, 4, 10, 15. 

Carpodacus purpureus, 6. 

Canvas-back, 9. 

Catbird, 6, 22. 

Cathartes aura, 16. 

Cepphus grylle, 24. 

Ccrthia familiaris americana, 22. 

Ceryle alcyon, 5, i^. 

Clangula clangula americana, 9, 14. 



Chaetura pelagica, 5, 17. 
Charadrius dominicus, 2, 4, 11. 
Charitonetta albeola, 9. 
Chat, Yellow-breasted, 6, 22. 
Chen hyperborea, 24. 
Chickadee, 6, 23, 
Chordeiles virginianus, 5, 13. 
Circus hudsonicus, 3, 5, 11. 
Cistothorus palustris 3, 6, 22. 
Clivicola riparia, 21. 
Coccyzus americanus, 13. 

" erythrophthalmus, 13. 
Colaptes auratus luteus, 5, 13. 
Colinus virginianus, 2, 11. 
Colymbus auritus, 7, 14. 

holboellii, 7. 
Compsothljrpis americana usneae 

21. 
Coot, 2, 10. 

Corvus americanus, 6, 18. 
Cowbird, 18. 
Creeper, Brown, 22. 
Crow, American, 6. 
Cuckoo, Black-billed, 13. 

Yellow-billed, 13. 
Curlew, Hudsonian, 2, 11. 

Long-billed, 11. 
Cyanocitta cristata, i8. 

Dafila acuta, 9. 
Dendrceca sestiva, 21. 

coronata, 21. 

palmarum hx'pochrysea, 21 

pennsilvanica, 21. 

striata, 21. 

vigorsii, 22. 
Dolichonyx orizivorus, 6, 18. 
Dovekie, 7. 
Dove, Mourning, n. 
Dowitcher, lo. 

Dryobates pubescens median us, 5. 
Duck, Black, 8. 

Lesser Scaup, 2. 

Ruddy, 9. 

Eagle, Bald, 4. 

Golden, 4. 
Eider, American, 9. 
Empidonax flaviventris, 25. 

minimus, 18. 
Ereunetes occidentalis, 2, 4. 
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Ereunetes pusillus, 3, 4, 10, 15. 
Erismatura jamaicensis, 9. 

Falco columbarius, 5, 12. 

sparverius, 12. 
Finch, Purple, 6, 19. 
Flicker, Northern, 5, 13. 
Flycatcher, Least, 18. 

Yellow-bellied, 25. 
Fulica americana, 2, 10. 

Galeoscoptes carolinensis, 6, 22. 
Gallinago delicata, 2, 4, 10, 15. 
Gallinula galeata, 10. 
Gallinule, Florida, 10. 
Gavia imber, 2, 7, 14, 24. 
/ lumme, 7, 14. 

Geothljpis trichas brachidactyla, 6, 

22. 
Godwit, Hudsonian, 10. 
Golden-eye, American, 9. 
Goldfinch, American, 6, 19. 
Goose, Canada, 9. 
Grackle, Purple, 19. 

Rustv, 19. 
Grebe, Holboeirs, 7. 

Horned, 7. 

Pied-billed, 2. 
Grosbeak, Rose-breasted, 20. 
Gull, Bonaparte, 8. 

Glaucus, 7. 

Great Black-backed, 7. * 

Herring, 2, 7. 

Ring-billed. 8. 

Harelda hiemalis, 9, 14. 

Harporrhynchus rufus, 22. 

Hawk, American Rough-legged, 12. 

American Sparrow, 12. 

Cooper's 12. 

Marsh, 3, ii. 

Night, 5, 13. 

Pigeon, 5, 12. 

Red-shouldered, 5, 12. 

Red-tailed, 12. 

Sharp-shinned, 11. 
Helminthophila chrysoptera, 21. 

pinus, 21. 

rubricapilla, 3, 21. 
Helodromas solitarius, 10, 15. 
Heron, Black-crowned Night, 5, 10. 

Great Blue, 5, 10. 

Green, 5, 10. 
Hirundo ervthrogastra, 6, 20. 
Horizopus virens, 5, 18. 
Hummingbird, Ruby-throated, 5, 

17. 23. 
Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis, 
8,23. 



Hylocichla aliciac, 23. 

guttata pallasii, 23. 
ustulatus swainsonii, 23. 

IcTERiA virens, 6, 22. 
Icterus galbula, 6, 19. 
spurius, 18. 

Jay, Blue, 18. 
Junco hiemalis, 20. 

Slate-colored, 20. 

KiLDEER, II. 

Kingbird, 5, 18. 
Kinglet, Golden-crowned, 23. 
Kingfisher, Belted, 5, 13. 
Kittiwake, 7. 

Lanius, 29. 

ludovicianus excubitorides, 
16. 

ludovicianus migrans, 16. 
Lark, Horned, 3, 18. 

Meadow, 3, 6, 18. 
Larus argentatus, 2, 7, 14. 

delawarensis, 8. 

glaucus, 7. 

hutchinsi, 7. 

marinus, 7. 

Philadelphia, 8, 14. 
Limosa hsemastica, 4, 10, 24. 
Loon, 7, 12. 

Red -throated, 7. 
Lophodytes cucullatus, 8. 

Macrorrhamphus griseus, 4, 10. 
Martin, Purple, 6, 20. 
Megascops asio, 12. 
Melospiza cineria melodia, 3, 6, 20. 

georgiana, 3, 20. 
Merganser, American. 8. 

americanus, 8. 

Hooded, 8. 

Red-breasted, 8. 

serrator, 8, 14. 
Merula migratoria, 6, 23. 
Micropalama himantopus, 3, 4, 10. 
Mniotilta varia, 21. 
Molothrus ater, 18. 
Murre, Brlinnichs, 7. 

Nettton carolinense, 8, 24. 
Numenius hudsonicus, 2,4, 11, 15. 

longirostris, 11. 
Nuthatch, Red-breasted, 23. 
Nyctea nyctea, 13. 
"Nycticorax nycticorax nsevius, 4, 
5' lo- 
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Nyroca affinis, 2. 

americana, 9. 
marila, 9. 
vallisneria, 9. 

CEdemia americana, 9, 14. 

deglandi, 5, 14. 

perspicillata, 9, 15. 
Old-Squaw, 9. 
Oriole, Baltimore, 6, 19. 

Orchard, 18. 
Osprej, American, 5, 12. 
Otocorys alpestris, 3, 18. 
Owl, American Long-eared, 12. 

Barred, 12. 

Great-horned, 13. 

Screech, 12. 

Short-eared, 12. 

Snowy, 13. 

Pandion halisetus carolinensis, 5, 

12. 
Parus atricapillus, 6, 23. 
Passer domesticus, 6, 12. 
Passerculus sandwichensis labra- 
dorius, 3. 

savanna, 3, 6, 19. 

princeps, 3, 19. 
Passerina nivalis, 19. 
Petrochelidon lunifrons, 20, 23. 
Petrel, Leach's, 3, 4. 
Pewee, Wood, 5, 18. 
Phalacrocorax auritus, 8, 14. 

carbo, 8, 14. 
Phalarope, Northern, 10. 
Phalaropus lobatus, 10. 
Philohela minor, 5, 10. 
Phoebe, 5. 
Pintail, 9. 

Pipilo erythrophthalmus, 20. 
Pipit, American, 3, 22. 
Piranga erythromelas, 20. 
Plectrophenax nivalis, 3. 
Plover, American Golden, 2, 11. 

Black-bellied, 2, 11. 

Kildeer, 2, 11. 

Semipalmated, 2, 11. 
Podilymbus podiceps, 2. 
Pooecetes gramineus, 6, 19. 
Porzana Carolina, 2, 4, 10. 
Progne subis, 6, 20. 
Pumniis borealis, 16. 

stricklandi, 24. 

QuERquEDULA discors, 4, 5, 8. 
Quiscalus quiscula, 19. 



Rail, Carolina, 2. 

Virgiana, 2. 
Rallus elegans, 24. 

virginlanus, 2, 15. 
Redhead, 9. 

Redstart, American, 22. 
Regulus satrapa, 23. 
Rissa tridactyla, 7. 
Robin, American, 6, 23. 

Sanderling, 2, 3, 10. 
Sandpiper, Baird's 2, 3. 

Bartramian, 2. 

Buff- breasted, 10. 
Sandpiper, Least, 2, 10. 

Pectoral, 2, 10. 

Purple, 10. 

Solitary, 10. 

Spotted, 2, II. 

Semipalmated, 2, 10. 

Stilt, 3, 10. 

Western, 2. 

White-rumped, 2. 
Sapsucker, Yellow-billed, 13. 
Sayornis phcebe, 5, 18. 
Scolecophagus caroliiius, 19. 
Scoter, American, 9. 

Surf, 9. 

White-winged, 5. 
Setophaga ruticilla, 22. 
Shoveller, 8. 
Shrike, 21. 
Sialia sialis, 23. 
Siskin, Pine, 19. 
Sitta canadensis, 23. 
Siurus noveboracensis 
Snipe, Wilson's, 2, 10. 
Snowflake, 3, 19. 
Somateria dresseri, 9. 

spectabilis, 24. 
Sora, 10. 
Sparrow, Chipping, 6, 20. 

English, 6. 

Field, 20. 

House, 19. 

Ipswich, 3, 19. 

Savanna, 3, 6, 19. 

Seaside, 20. 

Sharp-tailed, 6, 20. 

Song, 3, 20. 

Swamp, 3, 20. 

Tree, 20. 

Vesper, 6, 19. 

White-throated, 20. 
Spatula clypeata, 8. 
Sphyrapicus varius, 13. 
Spinus pinus, 19. 
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Spizella monticola, 20. 

pusilla, 20. 

socialis, 6, 20. 
Squatarola squatarola, 2, 4, 11, 15. Uria lomvia, 7 
Sterna dougalli, 16. 

hirundo, 2, 8, 14, 16. 

paradissea, 8. 
Sturnella magna, 3, 6, 18. 
Swallow, Barn, 6, 20. 

Cliff, 20, 23. 

Tree, 21. 

White-bellied, 5. 
Swift, Chimney, 5, 17. 
Symphemia semipalmata, 4, 24. 
Sj^rnium nebulosum, 12. 



Tyrannus tyrannus, 5, 18. 
Turnstone, 2, 23. 



ViRBo, Blue-headed, 25. 

gilvus, 6. 

olivaceus, 31. 
Vireo, Philadelphia, 25. 

Philadelphia, 25. 

Red-eyed, 21. 

solitarius, 25. 

Warbling, 6, 21. 



Tachycineta bicolor, 5, 21. 
Tanager, Scarlet, 20. 
Teal, Blue-winged, 5, 8. 

Green-winged, 8. 
Tern, Black, 8. 

Common, 2, 16. 

Roseate, 16. 
Thrasher, Brown, 22. 
Thrush, Gray-cheeked, 23. 

Hermit, 23. 

Olive-backed, 23. 

Water, 22. 
Totanus flavipes, 2, 4, 10, 15. 

melanoleucus, 2, 4, 10, 15. 

solitarius, 4. 
Towhee, 20. 
Tringa bairdii, 2, 3, 4. 

canutus, 4, 24. 

fuscicollis, 2, 4. 

maculata, 2, 4, 10, 15. 

maritima, 10. 

minutilla, 2, 4, 10, 15. 
Troglodytes addon, 22. 
Tryngites subruficollis, 10, 24. 
Trochilus colubris, 5, 18, 23. 



Warbler, Black and White, 21. 

Black-poll, 21. 

Canadia'n, 22. 

Chestnut-sided, 21. 

Myrtle, 21. 

Nashville, 3, 21. 

Northern Par u la, 21. 

Pine, 22. 

Yellow, 21. 

Yellow-palm, 21. 
Waxwing, Cedar, 6, 21. 
Wilsonia canadensis, 22. 
Woodcock, American 5, la 
Woodpecker, Northern Downy, 5. 
Wren, House, 22. 

Long-billed Marsh, 3, 6, 22. 

Winter, 22. 

Yellow-legs, Greater, 2, 10. 

Lesser, 2. 
Yellow-throat Northern Maryland, 

6, 10, 22. 

Zamelodia ludoviciana, 20. 
Zenaidura macroura, 1 1 . 
Zonotrichia albicollis, 20. 
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